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One of the choirs of St. Paul’s Lutheran 
School, Enid, Okla., forms a living tree 
for the school’s Christmas program. 


Whose 
Birthday 
Is It? 


Little Jimmy was all set for his birth- 
day party. At 3 o’clock his guests began 
to arrive. He was happy, smiling, eager. 
His eyes got bigger and bigger as he 
saw the gift-wrapped packages his 
friends were carrying. 

But imagine his surprise and chagrin 
when instead of saying, “Happy birth- 
day, Jimmy!” the children gave the 
packages to one another, ignoring him 
completely. What a birthday this was— 
for Jimmy! 

No wonder he began to pout. His 
eyes filled with tears, he ran to his 
mother, crying: “Mommy, whose birth- 
day is it, anyway?” 

It was a sad day for Jimmy. He was 
the forgotten man at his own birthday 
party. Everybody was happy except 
Jimmy. 


You say this couldn’t happen? Well, 
it does happen every year. And it hap- 
pens where you would least expect it — 
right in the church. The Christ Child, 
whose birthday we celebrate, is often 
the forgotten one in the midst of His 
own birthday party. 


We do celebrate His birthday. We 
observe it with enthusiasm and with 
much preparation. We spend a lot of 
money on it too. We even have Christ- 
mas clubs in the bank so that ample 
funds are available for the gifts and the 
food and the decorations. 

Christmas is a wonderful time! All 
drabness disappears in a _ swirl of 
brightly colored wrappings and _ spar- 
kling tinsel. The year would be incom- 
plete without this climax of giving and 
getting, spending and rejoicing. We 
want everybody to be happy. 


But how about making Jesus happy? 
Remember little Jimmy. His friends 
forgot all about him. Instead of shar- 
ing his birthday with him, they shared 
it only with one another. Instead of 
giving they were merely exchanging 
gifts. Their mothers had spent tidy 
sums on gifts, but actually Jimmy’s 
friends were giving to themselves. 
There was something unfair about all 
this. 

But that’s the way many of us cele- 
brate Christ’s birthday. Of course we 
make a token gift to Him. Many of us 
use the envelope marked “Christmas 
Offering,” but most treasurers will tell 
you that these envelopes usually .con- 
tain one-dollar bills. And only a small 
part of the congregation uses the en- 
velopes. 

This is a pretty sad commentary on 
our Christmas spirit. Whose birthday 
is it, anyway? 


We should like to suggest that this 
year (and in the years to come) we 
resolve as a congregation and as in- 
dividual Christians to share Christmas 
with Christ. Let’s really make it His 
birthday celebration by bringing gifts 
to Him. Let’s have Christ really share 
in our exchange of gifts, not by giving 
Him that leftover dollar but by actually 
devoting a definite portion of our 
Christmas money to His cause and 
kingdom. 

As a suggestion we would say: Set — 
aside 10 per cent of your Christmas 
spending budget, and place it into your 
Christmas envelope. Then let the con-— 
gregation also share these Christmas — 
offerings by giving at least half of the 
amount to missions and other worthy 
causes, After all, did not the angel 
messenger announce right at the start 
that the glad tidings of great joy were 
intended for all people? 

Share your Christmas with Christ. 
He will share His blessings with you. 


WILLIAM A. Drews 
Buffalo, N. Y. 
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‘ News of the Church in the World 
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Six Michigan Lutherans 
Die as Freighter Sinks 


Four members of St. John’s Church, 
Rogers City, Mich., one of Holy Cross, 
Onaway, and one of Immanuel, Moltke, 
lost their lives in the sinking of the 
Carl D. Bradley Nov. 18, Rev. Robert 
E. Weller, pastor of St. John’s Church, 
wrote the WITNEss. 

The 615-foot lake freighter broke in 
two in a furious storm on Lake Michi- 
gan 60 miles southwest of the Straits of 
Mackinac. A “May Day” distress call 
at dusk brought nearby vessels, coast- 
guard boats, and planes into an almost 
hopeless, almost fruitless search among 
the mountainous waves driven by 65- 
mile-per-hour winds. 

“Throughout the night of Nov. 18 
and the early morning of the 19th,” 
Pastor Weller reports, “the people of 
Rogers City, home port of the Bradley 
and of almost all her crew, waited 
anxiously and prayerfully for news.” 

Only two of the crew of 35 were 
rescued from a life raft at 8 A.M. 
Bodies washed ashore at Gull Island 
later in the day. Life preservers sup- 
ported 18 members of the crew, but 
night-long exposure to the icy waters 
was fatal. Remaining crew members 
presumably went down with the ship. 

Burial services for Paul Horn and 
Paul Heller were held at St. John’s 
Church Nov. 22. The bodies of Keith 
Shuler and Duane Berg, also members 
of St. John’s, have not yet been found. 

Almost 60 children in Rogers City 
were made fatherless by this marine 
disaster. This town of 4,000 now has 
a larger proportion of fatherless chil- 
dren than any other town in the state. 
For this reason the Detroit Times set 
up a special Ship Disaster Children’s 
Fund. Many thousands of dollars have 
already poured into the fund, which 
will be administered by a citizens’ com- 
mittee, of which Pastor Weller is a 
member. 

About 60 members of St. John’s 
Church sail on the nine ships of the 
Bradley Line. Had any other Bradley 
ship been the one to sink, Pastor Wel- 
ler states, the loss to St. John’s would 
have been even greater. 

Services for Cleland Gager of Holy 
Cross Church were held by Rev. Charles 
Boerger, and for Erhardt Felax of Im- 
manuel Church by Rev. Herbert Meyer. 
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Associate Counselor 
Promotes Sector Plan 


Alfred Bieber, recently appointed 
Associate Stewardship Counselor by 
Synod’s Board of Directors, will pro- 
mote the congregational every-member 
canvass through the newly introduced 
Sector Plan. 

A former high school teacher and 
principal, he was 
business manager of 
the Lutheran hospi- 
tal in Sioux City, 
Iowa. He also served 
several years in the 
U.S. Navy. 

In the Iowa Dis- 
trict West he was a 
menibere Ole 9) the 
Board of Directors 
and gave leadership 
in several large financial campaigns. 
During the past five years he was gen- 
eral agent of an insurance company in 
northern Indiana and _ southwestern 
Michigan. 

“My job will be one of teaching,” 
Mr. Bieber says, “not of high-powered 
promotion.” 


Alfred Bieber 


Begin Search for 
Reformation Materials 


Dr. Ernest G. Schwiebert, executive 
director of the Foundation for Refor- 
mation Research, announced that search 
has begun for 16th-century documents 
which will be microfilmed and deposited 
in a special library at Concordia Semi- 
nary, St. Louis. 


Reformation-period materials cur- 


L.—r.: 


Editor Gannon, Mrs. Trollope, Mr. and Mrs. Kaneen, Pastor Bartsch, 


rently are being gathered from the Li- 
brary of Congress, the Wartburg 
(ALC) Seminary at Dubuque, lowa, 
and the Mennonite Historical Library 
at Goshen, Ind. 

The foundation was organized in July 
1957 with a $75,000 grant from the 
Aid Association for Lutherans. 


“Martin Luther Film” 
Shown in Montreal 


Luther still makes news in Montreal, 
reports Rev. Elmer Bartsch, English 
District missionary in the Riverside 
Park area of that city. 

“The news is so hot,” he says, “that 
radio stations will not accept paid ads 
announcing the showing of the Martin 
Luther film. Press reports must also 
pass the eye of the censor. 

“Despite all this, the showing of the 
Luther film at our Lutheran mission on 
Noy. 2 was so well received by those 
present that there have been many re- 
quests for another showing.” 

Among “notables” who saw the film 
and later assembled for a picture were 
E. C. Gannon, Roman Catholic editor 
of the Verdun Guardian, a Montreal 
suburban newspaper; Mrs. William 
Trollope, new arrival in Canada from 
South Africa, daughter of a Lutheran 
missionary in Madagascar; Mr. and 
Mrs. William Kaneen from the Isle of 
Man, where he was an accountant. 

Also Pastor Bartsch, whose mission 
sponsored the showing of the film; Mrs. 
Gordan MecNiell of Liverpool, England; 
and Rey. Ernest Hahn, who is attend- 
ing McGill University in Montreal dur- 
ing his furlough from Synod’s mission 
to the Moslems in India, 


Mrs. McNiell, and Pastor Hahn in Montreal after seeing the Martin Luther film 
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iT News of the Church in the World 


Baptists Warn Against 
Electing President with 
Alien Allegiance 


Whether the U.S. will have a Roman 
Catholic President in 1960 is the most 
“significant, exciting, and talked-about” 
church-state issue in 30 years, the state 
convention of North Carolina Baptists 
was told. 

Dr. C. Stanley Lowell of Washington, 
associate director of Protestants and 
Other Americans United for Separation 
of Church and State, said that although 
the U. S. Constitution forbids a religious 
test for public office, it imposes no lim- 
itation on asking candidates questions. 

“Anybody has a right to ask any 
candidate anything about anything,” he 
stressed. 

“It is not bigotry but common sense 
to ask the candidate about apparent 
contradictions between the law of his 
church and the American civil law,” he 
said. “It is bigotry to deny the right 
to ask such questions, for bigotry al- 
ways expresses itself in a refusal to 
question or be questioned.” 

Dr. Lowell noted three reasons why 
Roman Catholic candidates face closer 
questioning on the “conflict of loyal- 
ties” issue than do candidates from 
other churches. He listed them as: 

“1. The Catholic Church is the only 
church now operative on the American 
scene which is under foreign control. 

“2. The Catholic hierarchy claims to 
possess supreme authority in certain 
areas which a free, democratic society 
like ours has traditionally reserved for 
the people. 

“3. There exist in the United States 
large communities of disciplined Cath- 
olics who give uncritical obedience to 
the directive of their priests.” 


Good Shepherd Church, Honolulu 


The Florida Baptist convention, 
which met a week later, adopted a reso- 
lution apparently aimed “against the 
possible presidential candidacy of Sen. 
John F. Kennedy (D. — Mass.), a Ro- 
man Catholic,” according to Religious 
News Service. 

The resolution states: “We strongly 
oppose the election of any high govern- 
ment official and particularly a Presi- 
dent of the United States who may have 
any private or public oath of allegiance 
to any alien power, whether political 
or ecclesiastical, which takes prece- 
dence to his loyalty to the U. S. Consti- 
tution and the freedom it embodies.” 


Texas LWML Honors 
Lutheran Woman of Year 


Mrs. A. H. Mickan, Copperas Cove, 
was named Texas Lutheran Woman of 
the Year at the annual LWML day on 
the campus of Lutheran Concordia 
College, Austin, Nov. 7. 

Chosen by a committee of college 
officials, Mrs. Mickan earned the dis- 
tinction because of her Christian exam- 
ple and service. 

Gov. Price Daniel, in presenting the 
award, stated: “Nothing gives me 
more pleasure than to recognize those 
who have witnessed to their Christian 
faith. God alone knows how many servy- 
icemen received meals, lodging, and 
Christian fellowship in the home of this 
good woman.” 

The Mickan home, close to Fort 
Hood, has for 15 years been a “home 
away from home” for thousands of 
servicemen of every denominational 
affiliation from all parts of the United 
States. 

“The true greatness of our state,” the 
governor added, “is dependent largely 
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upon the unheralded contributions of 
Christian women of the caliber of Mrs. 
Mickan.” 

Another example of Mrs. Mickan’s 
kindness is the help she gave a young 
German girl who lacked the funds to 
join her sister in this country. The 
Mickans paid her way and accepted her 
as their own daughter. 


Mrs. Mickan and Gov. Daniel 


Mrs. Mickan’s pastor, Rev. John 
Falk of Trinity Church, Copperas Cove, 
who nominated her for the award, said 
that she is “the kind of woman every 
pastor desires to have in his congrega- 
tion. I believe that our church has been 
richly blessed by the Lord in permitting 
us to have such an outstanding Christian 
personality among us.” 4 

One of her large family of children, 
Eldor, is pastor of Mount Olive Church, 
San Antonio. Three grandsons are pre- 
paring for the ministry. 


Dedicate Honolulu Church , | 


Good Shepherd Lutheran Church in | 
Honolulu, Hawaiian Islands, was dedi- — 
cated to the glory of God Nov. 6. The — 
chapel was erected with the aid of 
$143,000 in Church Extension funds | 
of Synod for the site, the chapel, and | 
the parsonage. 

Several years ago vicars started the 3 
mission in a store front. The first serv-_ 
ice was held Christmas Day 1955, In_ 
July 1957 Rev. David Preisinger left — 
his congregation in Baltimore, Md., to. 
become the first pastor of Good Shep- 
herd. Attendance at the morning dedi- — 
cation service was 112, at the afternoon — 
service, 160. 
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Sunday School Pupils 
“Keep Waldo Rolling” 


Pupils of Redeemer Sunday School, 
Warsaw, Ind., recently completed a 
“Keep Waldo Rolling” project, reports 
the church’s pastor, Rev. Karl H. 
Lepper. 

Waldo is a jeep — a missionary’s jeep 
in Ambur, India. He’s the jeep Mis- 
sionary James W. Mayer featured in 
the special edition of the WITNEss. 

Waldo was sad because his allowance 
would have to be cut 12%. He finally 
sighed, coughed, and came to a stop. 
He had to run on gasoline, not on faith. 

But the pupils of Redeemer Sunday 
School want to “Keep Waldo Rolling.” 
For if Waldo stops, the Gospel stops 
going to some of the outlying areas the 
missionary serves. 

The children for several weeks saved 
some of the money given to them for 
entertainment, candy, and the like and 
brought their coins to Sunday school. 

There, before the altar, near a world 
globe surrounded: by flags of many 
nations, stood a miniature, rather well- 
worn jeep —a little “Waldo.” In and 
around him went their coins — al- 
most $50. 

Now Waldo can keep rolling again 
for a while. 

“This collection,” writes Pastor Lep- 
per, “is in addition to the children’s reg- 
ular monthly mission offerings.” 


> 


Nearly 50,000 See 
Lutheran Pageant 


Audiences totaling nearly 50,000 saw 
11 performances of a historical play- 
pageant given in eight cities in connec- 
tion with the centenary of Lutheranism 
in Minnesota. 

Sponsoring the production were 14 
church bodies with nearly a million 
members in the state. Not since the 
world premier of the Martin Luther 
film in Minneapolis in 1953 have so 
many Lutheran groups co-operated in 
a project. 

Titled “Of Grace and Growth,” the 
dramatization had a cast of more than 
100, including a 60-voice choir. A series 
of flashbacks covered Lutheranism’s 
role in education, evangelism, missions, 
music, social action, and medicine. 

After the final performance in Min- 
neapolis, which drew 9,000, a supper 
was served for the cast and committee. 
Here Gov. Orville Freeman and former 
governor J. A. O. Preus congratulated 
the cast. 
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News of the Church in the World 


Their coins will help “Keep Waldo Rolling” 


Briefly Told 


Election Echoes. Lutherans who did 
not succeed in campaigns for re-election 
include: Senator Edward J. Thye and 
Congresswoman Coya Knutson of Min- 
nesota, Congressmen Henry O. Talle 
of Iowa, Donald E. Tewes of Wiscon- 
sin, and DeWitt S. Hyde of Maryland. 
In Pennsylvania Gov. George Leader, 
candidate for senator, and Arthur Mc- 
Gonigle, candidate for governor, were 
both defeated. Ancher Nelsen, former 
head of the Rural Electrification Ad- 
ministration, and Odin Langen, both 
of Minnesota, were elected to the 
House. 


Nobel Memorial. The Nobel Foun- 
dation of Sweden has authorized Gus- 
tavus Adolphus College (Augustana), 
St. Peter, Minn., to name a new science 
building the “Nobel Hall of Science” 
as the first American memorial to Al- 
fred Nobel. 


Treats for LWR. “It is no trick to 
treat a hungry family in Europe or 
Asia” was the heading on the coin 
containers which the children of Unity 
Lutheran Church, St. Louis, took with 
them when they made the Halloween 
rounds for “trick or treat.” The $160 
they collected will supply up to 33 tons 
of food for hungry families abroad. 


Its TALC. By a two-to-one margin 
the Joint Union Committee of three 
merging Lutheran bodies defeated a 
proposal to change the name of the 
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new denomination from The American 
Lutheran Church to The United Evan- 
gelical Lutheran Church. Forming the 
new 2,000,000-member denomination 
are the ALC, ELC, and UELC. 


New Name? Officers of the Walther 
League voted last month to ask all 
league groups to discuss the possibility 
of changing the organization’s name to 
one more readily identifiable with Lu- 
theranism. The name of the first Presi- 
dent of Synod now means little to the 
American and Canadian public, the 
youth leaders felt. 


Man Is Rebel. The root of man’s 
trouble is rebellion against God, Dr. 
Charles H. Malik of Lebanon, presi- 
dent of the U.N. General Assembly, 
declared recently. “It is easy to be 
rescued from economic evil,” he noted, 
“but man cannot save himself alone.” 


Reformer Gives Up. Prof. Aldo 
Capitini, leader of the Movement of 
Religion, formed in Italy in 1946 to 
study the “reform” of Roman Cathol- 
icism, has announced his decision to 
renounce the Roman Catholic religion. 


Never Absent. In 40 years as pastor 
and professor Dr. Lewis W. Spitz of 
the St. Louis seminary did not miss a 
service in his own pulpit or a full day 
in the classroom because of illness. 
The seminary on Nov. 16 noted Dr. 
Spitz’s 40th anniversary and Dr. Alfred 
von Rohr Sauer’s 25th anniversary of 
ordination to the ministry. 


‘The Nativity,’ 
G. Hinke 


CHRISTMAS in 
ONE WORD 


By Oswald Hoffmann 


The story of Christmas is wrapped up in one word. 
It is an angelic word, explained almost at once by the 
celestial messenger who appeared to Joseph, saying, “She 
shall bring forth a Son, and thou shalt call His name Jesus, 
for He shall save His people from their sins.” Jesus is the 
word; the explanation, He shall save. 

What’s in a name? Not very much, most people would 
answer. Most names have no special meaning today as they 
did, for example, in Bible times. Parents in those days 
chose names that meant something. 

Jesus is a descriptive name. It tells a great story and 
tells the entire story. Jesus means “Jehovah saves,” or simply 
“Savior.” The Son of God was also called “Rabbi” (teacher) 
and “Master.” But no word characterizes Him so aptly as 
His great name, given by the angel before He was born, the 
glorious name of Jesus. 


Common Bond 


Our Lord Himself explained His mission with this simple 
declaration: “The Son of Man is come to seek and to save 
that which was lost.” Jesus knew that the world was lost. 

People who use the many gadgets of modern civilization 
find it hard to convince themselves or to be convinced they 
are lost. Only when they find themselves in desperate straits 
will some acknowledge facts they otherwise refuse to see. 

The world is in desperate straits. Enmity and strife 
stalk the earth, and no one knows where they will break 
out next. When they do, people are always surprised to see 
how bitter men are toward one another and toward the cir- 
cumstances in which they find themselves. It always sur- 
prises people to hear that the hearts of men harbor the same 
bitterness and resentment toward God. 

As long as this bitterness exists — acknowledged or un- 
acknowledged — there is no hope for the world. People 
turn this way and that, only to find that every door is 
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closed. They seek peace and find only war. They seek life 
and find only death. They look for friendship and uncover 
only enmity. 

When all the superficialities have been rolled away, the 
ultimate meaning of history is expressed in one sentence: 
“The world is lost.” 

We are all human. We are linked to all humanity by 
a common bond. We are all guilty, and we all stand con- 
demned together. We are part of the lost world. 


Story of Love 


Out of God’s pity for a lost world Jesus Christ came. 
The story of His coming begins in heaven and ends in 
heaven. It is the story of love, for in love God sent 
a Rescuer, a Savior, to bring the world back to the only 
place where it can find rest and peace, hope and joy. That 
place is in God’s own heart. 

To satisfy the demands of His own heart, God sent Jesus 
to be the Savior of the world. In His life and in His death 
there is redemption for all because He offered Himself once 
and for all. Through Him there is forgiveness for all. His 
name is called Jesus, “for He shall save His people from 
their sins.” 

Christmas is for all the world; not just for the Western 
world but for all the world; not just for Christian people 
but for all people wherever they may be found. 

Christmas is for you. He asks nothing of you but that 
you acknowledge you are a sinner, lost without Him, and 
that you believe He is your Savior. 

Jesus the Savior makes a difference when He is received 
into heart and home. Believe in Jesus the Savior, put your 
life into His hands, and you will see the difference. 

If this seems too simple to you, remember that Christmas 
offers to the world a simple story. It is not a myth or 
a legend for children. Christmas is the one great fact of 
history about which there can be no question: God so loved 
the world that He gave His only-begotten Son, that who- 
soever believeth in Him should not perish but have everlast- 
ing life. 

Your Best 


Christmas is the story of God’s love. Quite properly, 
then, it is the season when we are reminded that God’s love 
calls for a response. The only adequate response is love — 
love to God and man, love that includes everyone. 

Love is more than courtesy and tact and thoughtfulness. 
Love that responds to God’s love will sacrifice to show kind- 
ness in the family circle, consideration for business asso- 
ciates, generosity to those in need, and forgetfulness of self 
when the interests of others are at stake. Love in its 
highest form is sacrifice. Jesus made it so. It was sacrifice 
that gave Him His name. 

God gave His best for the world and for you. Are you 
giving God your best? What are you doing to help your 
children along the rough road of life? What are you doing 
to help ease the burdens of your parents? What are you 
doing to help those church members who do most of the 
Lord’s work? What are you doing to flood your neighbor- 
hood and your world with the warmth of love for Jesus? 

When Christ was here, He taught, healed, and helped 
men. He lived up to the great name of Jesus. When He 
left, He told His disciples to continue His ministry. In every 
generation Christ counts on those who love Him to do His 
work. Christmas reminds us to give Him our best. 

What’s in a name? Everything when it comes to the 
name of Jesus. “Wherefore God also hath . . . given Him 
a name that is above every name, that at the name of Jesus 
every knee should bow . . 
Jesus Christ is Lord to the glory of God the Father.” 


. and every tongue confess that — 
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By ELMER A. KETTNER 


Apples on Christmas trees are said 
to represent the temptation of man into 
sin. But since Jesus was born to re- 
deem us from sin and death, the Christ- 
mas tree symbolizes a tree of life. 

Apples on a Christmas tree can also 
teach a lesson about Christ and Christ- 
mas gifts, about faith and good works. 
The evergreen tree represents eternal 
life; the apples, good works. Are 
Christmas gifts good works? Do they 
tend to eclipse the Christ of Christmas? 


Lutherans teach that good works do 
not merit salvation. The magna charta 
of our faith is Romans 3:28: “We con- 
clude that a man is justified by faith, 
without the deeds of the Law.” 

“No apples on our Christmas tree!” 
_we say. “Let us have Christ, and Christ 
alone; grace, and grace alone; faith, and 
faith alone.” 

But people don’t like a bare Christ- 
mas tree. They want it to be pretty. 
They decorate it. They add apples and 
other ornaments. 

Similarly, the natural man cannot 
understand grace. To him God is just 
but not merciful. To earn God’s favor, 
he feels he must do something. So he 
starts to, tie on the apples. How lus- 
cious they look! 

But looks are deceiving. Apples on 
a Christmas tree are like “good works” 
tied to one who is spiritually dead. The 
tree has not produced the fruit. 


So it is with good works apart from 
Christ. If they are good, they are not 
ours. If they are ours, they are not 
good, although “every way of a man 
is right in his own eyes,” Proverbs 21:2. 

Our Christmas gifts look like such 
good works! But God may say, “Your 
heart is not right before Me.” The 
beautiful apple is all brown and wormy 
under that shiny red skin. 

Are we giving Christmas gifts only 
to our own family, or to those who 
will give to us? Does pride or desire 
for reward prompt our good works? 
Do we love the praise of men? You 
see what becomes of the apples? God 
looks at the heart. 
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Here we may reach a false conclu- 
sion. Because good works do not merit 
salvation, some people conclude that 
good works are not necessary. 

However, the Augsburg Confession 
says in Article XX: “It is necessary 
to do good works, not that we should 
trust to merit grace by them but be- 
cause it is the will of God. It is only 
by faith that forgiveness of sins is ap- 
prehended, and that for nothing. And 
because through faith the Holy Ghost 
is received, hearts are renewed and en- 
dowed. with new affections so as to be 
able to bring forth good works.” 

The Formula of Concord states: “Not 
works maintain faith and salvation in 
us but the Spirit of God alone through 
faith, of whose presence and indwell- 
ing good works are evidences.” (Epi- 
tome, IV) 

Good works are the evidences of 
genuine faith. By them we know that 
God is at work in us, Philippians 2:13. 
The apples do not make the tree; the 
tree produces the apples. God is at 
work; the fruit proves it. 

Unless our Christmas gifts and all 
other good works are the result of God’s 
work in us, they are not good in His 
sight. The same James who writes that 
“faith without works is dead,” ch. 2:20, 
also insists that “every good gift and 
every perfect gift . . . cometh down 
from the Father,” ch. 1:17. 


Here, too, is the answer to the per- 
son who asserts that we are only mis- 
erable sinners and cannot do anything 
good in God’s sight. He forgets that 
God has transformed the tree — our 
life — by His living indwelling Spirit 
so that it must produce works that are 
really good, works He accepts and re- 
wards, Mark 9:41. 

Whatever we put on our Christmas 
trees this year, let us by all means 
behold the tree itself, a symbol of ever- 
lasting life freely granted to us in Christ, 
who “bare our sins in His own body 
on the tree,” 1 Peter 2:24. We can’t 
add to the beauty of the Lord or of 
His righteousness so freely bestowed 
upon us. We can put apples on our 
Christmas trees to remind us that an 
apple is a wonderful piece of God’s 
handiwork and represents the work of 
God in our hearts. 

When our lives are filled with the 
Holy Spirit, we shall not be artificial 
trees with decorations of good works 
tied on, and our Christmas gifts will 
not be ‘dead works,” Hebrews 9:14. 
Instead we will be living trees bearing 
fruit to the glory of Him who was born 
“to redeem us from all iniquity and to 
purify unto Himself a peculiar people 
zealous of good works,” Titus 2:14. 
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Everyone celebrates Christmas 
Ceylon. Several weeks prior to Ce 
mas the store windows are decorated 
and the downtown areas are as packed 
with shoppers as any city in America. 
The larger department stores even have 
a Santa Claus parading around. 

One difficulty here is getting a Christ- 
mas tree. Most people are satisfied with 
clipping a branch from any tree and 
decorating it. We have a number of 
evergreens in our front yard, and sev- 
eral people have asked for a branch. 

Caroling is also done here. A Pres- 
byterian church located in the same 
block as our bungalow had a procession 
of about 100 carolers walking in pairs, 
each holding a candle and singing the 
well-known Christmas carol “Hark! the 
Herald Angels Sing” in English. 

All Christian churches have a Christ- 
mas Eve service; our Colombo Tamil 
congregation has one at midnight. 

Everybody expects a gift for Christ- 
mas, and they aren’t the least bit back- 
ward in letting you know about it. 
About a week before Christmas our 
mailman came with a long sheet of ruled 
paper, at the top of which it stated that 
he is employed by the Government Post 
Office and would you kindly remember 
him with a gift. Then you are supposed 
to indicate the amount you will give. 

Then the paper boy, the milkman, the 
garbage collectors, and any boy who 
has made a delivery at your house will 
come and ask for a gift. If you don’t 
give them what they think you should, 
they will tell you others gave more. 

Christmas is now a two-day holiday 
here. I am told it used to be from 
Christmas to New Year. All stores and 
business places close during that time. 

What a pity that such a wide-scale 
celebration of the most blessed event 
of the birth of our Savior should be 
celebrated with only thoughts of ma- 
terial things and making a lot of noise. 
I was very surprised but happy to see 
on the back window of a number of 
cars the sign “Put Christ back into 
Christmas.” That was not so much a 
message for the heathen as a reminder 
to Christians, so called. 

A. VICTOR SUEHS 
Missionary to Ceylon 
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AND THE CHURCHES 


By GEORGE J. MEYER 


What is the relation of the Church 
to the many churches or church de- 
nominations that surround us? What 
should be our attitude toward them? 
In matters of practice as well as in 
doctrine we let the Word of God de- 
cide. We ask: What does the Bible say? 

In the first place, we look at the 
churches in the light of the Bible. Al- 
though some church bodies or denomi- 
nations are called Christian churches, 
they do not teach and confess the Word 
of God as the Lord of the Church has 
commanded. They add to the Word 
of God or subtract from it; they judge 
the Word of God by the standard of 
human reason, or they place tradition 
beside and above the divine ‘Thus 
saith the Lord.” 


Deaf to Error 


We thank God that even in such 
churches there are faithful followers 
of the Lord Jesus Christ. They confess 
with St. Paul: “In Christ we have re- 
demption through His blood, the for- 
giveness of sins, according to the riches 
of His grace,” Ephesians 1:7. 

However, the children of God in 
such a church did not become children 
of God because of the error that is 
taught there but in spite of it. We 
rejoice in the fact that by God’s grace 
there are in false churches those who 
are so deaf to the error preached to 
them and so alert to the message of 
the Gospel they hear and read that 
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they embrace Christ in true faith and 
thus continue on the way to eternal 
salvation. But it is truly the will of 
God that every Christian unite with 
a church that teaches and confesses the 
Word of God and is obedient to it. 


Sound Doctrine 


The Bible clearly teaches that God 
wants all His children to adhere to 
sound doctrine. He inspired Jeremiah 
to tell His people: “The prophet that 
hath a dream, let him tell a dream; 
and he that hath My Word, let him 
speak My Word faithfully. What is 
the chaff to the wheat? saith the Lord.” 

When our Savior gave His disciples 
the great commission, He said, ‘““Teach- 
ing them to observe all things whatso- 
ever | have commanded you.” 

Peter lays down the rule: “If any 
man speak, let him speak as the ora- 
cles of God.” 

Many more Bible passages could be 
quoted, but even one would suffice to 
teach us that a Christian who loves the 
Word of God will have a warm desire 
to hear it in its purity and truth, 
and he will want to have fellowship 
with people who are like-minded. 


Like-Minded Congregations 


What has been said of individual 
Christians is true also of groups of 
Christians or congregations. Congre- 
gations practice a God-pleasing fellow- 
ship when they unite with other like- 
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minded congregations to encourage one 
_ another and to carry out the great com- 
mission of the Lord of the Church, 
“Preach the Gospel to every creature.” 

These words of the Savior must loom 
large before the eyes of every Chris- 
tian and every Christian congregation. 
But how can that commission be car- 
ried out? It stands to reason that a 
number of congregations can carry out 
this work more efficiently if they join 
their efforts than if each congregation 
Were to work alone. 

To do the Lord’s work there must 

be colleges, preparatory schools, and 
seminaries to educate and train work- 
ers for the church. Very few congre- 
gations, standing alone, would venture 
to undertake such tasks. Buildings 
must be erected and maintained; teach- 
ers and professors must be employed; 
world mission work must be done. 
’ Besides the Macedonian cry, “Come 
over and help us,” we also hear the 
cry of the blind, the deaf, the sick, 
the aged, the retired pastors and teach- 
ers, and the widows and orphans of 
men who gave their lives for the work 
of the church. All of these have a 
rightful claim on our love and help. 


Vague Understanding 


Congregations that in such a time 
as this decline membership in a syn- 
odical organization like ours, though 
according to their own declaration they 
agree with us in doctrine and practice, 
seem to have but a vague understanding 
of their opportunities, the privileges 
and duties, and the blessings from on 
high that are available to them. 

If we have an adequate knowledge 
of the doctrines and principles of our 
Synod and the work it is doing and 
of the blessings the Lord has bestowed 
upon our Synod, we feel justified in 
saying that The Lutheran Church — 
Missouri Synod is, among visible in- 
stitutions, the most blessed in the world. 
A Lutheran congregation that is willing 
to submit to the Word of God in its 
teachings and practice ought to count 
it a privilege to be or become a part 
of this synod. 


One “Little” Error 


There are churches with whom we 
cannot unite. The Bible is very em- 
phatic in forbidding fellowship with 
those who teach error. In the Sermon 
on the Mount our Lord warned: “Be- 
ware of false prophets, which come to 
you in sheep’s clothing, but inwardly 
they are ravening wolves,’ Matthew 
7:15. By their false doctrine they de- 
stroy and scatter the sheep of Jesus. 

A little more than 30 years after 
Jesus had spoken those words, Paul 
wrote: “Now I beseech you, brethren, 
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mark them which cause divisions and 
offenses contrary to the doctrine which 
ye have learned, and avoid them,” Ro- 
mans 16:17. Keep your distance and 
stay aloof from them. They look in- 
nocent, but if you follow them, they 
will lead you astray. 

That danger lurks even in one “lit- 
tle” error, we learn from the same 
apostle. He writes to the Galatians: 
“A little leaven leaveneth the whole 
lump,” ch. 5:9. Even one false doctrine, 
if it is adhered to and defended, may 
affect all that one believes and con- 
fesses. 

These Bible passages give us the 
answer to the question, What should 
be our attitude toward churches that 
teach, confess, and defend false doc- 
trine — doctrine that is not in complete 
harmony with the Word of God? 


Duty Is Clear 


We pray daily: “Our Father who art 
in heaven, hallowed be Thy name.” 
God’s name is hallowed among us 
“when the Word of God is taught in 
its truth and purity and we as the 
children of God also lead a holy life 
according to it.” In this way God’s 
name ought to be hallowed throughout 
the world. Then all who confess the 
name of Christ could unite in one 
great, universal, truly catholic Church. 

But alas! There are individuals and 
churches that profane the name of God 
by teaching and living otherwise than 
the Word of God teaches. With them 
we cannot fellowship. We do not join 
them in doing mission work, nor do 
we support their churches and missions. 

Our duty is clear: We testify to the 
truth of the Word of God, we speak 
the truth in love, and we deprecate 
error in doctrine and practice wherever 
it may be found. “We cannot but 
speak the things which we have seen 
and heard,” Acts 4:20. 


Synodical Conference 


In speaking of churches and synods 
we must mention the Lutheran Synod- 
ical Conference. This is a federation 
of The Lutheran Church — Missouri 
Synod, the Joint Synod of Wisconsin 
and Other States, the Slovak Evangel- 
ical Lutheran Church, and the Evan- 
gelical Lutheran Synod. “The chief 
mark of distinction of the Synodical 
Conference is its adherence to God’s 
Word and the Lutheran Confessions and 
its earnest desire to live up to them in 
practice,” Lutheran Cyclopedia. 

It is freely admitted that the Lord 
of the Church has looked with singular 
favor upon this federation and has 
showered His blessings upon its work. 
We never say that we have deserved the 
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blessing of God, but does He ever fail 
to bless those who make the saving 
of souls their chief aim and endeavor? 
Let Selma, Ala., Greensboro, N. C., 
and Nigeria, Africa, rise up and tell 
of the light of the Gospel that has been 
brought into their darkness by the men 
of the Synodical Conference and has 
called many from darkness to light, 
from death to life —to eternal life. 


Differences of Opinion 


If we seek fellowship and unity with 
those who are obedient to the Word 
of God and agree with us in doctrine 
and practice, we are doing the will of 
God. St. Paul writes, Ephesians 4:1-3: 
“I therefore, the prisoner of the Lord, 
beseech you that ye walk worthy of 
the vocation wherewith ye are called, 
with all lowliness and meekness, with 
long-suffering, forbearing one another 
in love, endeavoring to keep the unity 
of the Spirit in the bond of peace.” 

If all concerned are eager to keep 
this unity, they will studiously avoid 
everything that might disturb the peace- 
ful relation that must exist among 
brethren. This does not mean that ob- 
vious errors must be tolerated, but it 
does mean that we must suffer differ- 
ences of opinion where the Word of 
God has not spoken clearly. 

We must not judge one another hast- 
ily, before all pertinent facts are known, 
lest we be guilty of loveless judging. 
If we pray daily that the Lord would 
preserve us from error and pernicious 
doctrine, we shall be able to continue 
to work together to the glory of God 
and the salvation of many souls. 


True Glory 


The glory of our church does not 
exist in the numbers and figures that 
are given in Synod’s Statistical Year- 
book but in the fact that by the grace 
of God we have more than four thou- 
sand pastors who can say with the great 
champion of the Cross: “I am not 
ashamed of the Gospel of Christ, for 
it is the power of God unto salvation 
to everyone that believeth,” and that 
we have more than two million men, 
women, and children who are organized 
for the extension of Christ’s kingdom. 

For all who love our Lord Jesus 
Christ we pray in the words of Hebrews 
13:20, 21: “Now the God of peace, 
that brought again from the dead our 
Lord Jesus Christ, that great Shepherd 
of the sheep, through the blood of the 
everlasting covenant, make you perfect 
in every good work to do His will, 
working in you that which is well pleas- 
ing in His sight, through Jesus Christ; 
to whom be glory forever and ever. 
Amen.” 


WITNESS COMMENT ~ 


“Let’s Keep Christmas” 


The late Peter Marshall in a Christmas sermon now 
available in a small gift volume pleads for a stronger 
religious emphasis in our annual Christmas observance. 

After all, does not Christmas mean a second chance 
for the whole world? Does it not tell the happiest tidings 
ever told, that the Savior of the world is come? 

Christmas does not come with cards showing Santa 
in a helicopter. We will not find Christmas in stores, 
traffic, and crowds. Christmas is to be found in men’s 
hearts. 

If it becomes hard to choose presents that our friends 
really need, we have only to note how sorely they need 
our friendship, our love and understanding, our smiles 
and our prayers. 

Christmas is not to be observed or spent, rather it is 
to be kept. It is to be kept as Mary kept it —in our 
hearts. It is to be kept every day of the year, not just 
during the holidays. 

It is to be kept the same — with Christ at the cen- 
ter — even though our world changes or even dissolves. 
Let’s keep that kind of Christmas! 


Victory of Love 


A mighty monarch was Caesar Augustus. He could 
decree that “all the world should be taxed.” This taxing 
would mean more revenue for the Roman Empire, more 
marching legions, more military roads, more conquests 
to widen the world he ruled. 

Joseph and Mary’s journey to Bethlehem and the 
birth of a little child in that little town might have rated 
a few lines in a local weekly. But it is doubtful whether 
contemporary historians would have clipped the story 
as a footnote to the worldwide decree of Caesar Augustus. 

Could a peasant woman’s son, born in a stable on 
the outer fringes of conquered territory, have any bear- 
ing on the future of the Roman world? Impossible! 

Yet the emperor is all but forgotten. He has escaped 
complete oblivion only because St. Luke introduces his 
inspired Nativity account with Caesar’s decree. The lit- 
tle Child born in the little town of Bethlehem changed 
history, for He was Very God of Very God. The Maker 
and Monarch of all had become flesh to visit and redeem 
His people. Since His incarnation by the Holy Ghost of 
the Virgin Mary all history is dated before and after 
Christ. 

Christmas 1958 underlines that things present and 
things to come rest with the Son of God, whose kingdom 
shall have no end. 

The world has trouble spots in faraway places. An- 
other mighty Caesar heads a sprawling empire. He has 
been “probing” the Far East, the Middle East, and West 
Berlin. The United States and other free nations must 
meet his strength with strength. Experiments in the 
laboratory and at Cape Canaveral are vital to the defense 
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of democracy. Christians will support every measure 
designed to resist the relentless march of Communism. 

Ultimately, however, world peace will not rise or 
fall with coalitions of Big Powers or with the Big Bomb 
but with the redeeming love that came to light when the 
Christ Child was born in Bethlehem. Rebellion against 
God, greed for gain, lust for power breed unrest and war. 
So do poverty, hunger, filth, and disease. These are basic 
causes that must be reckoned with. 

No nation will eventually achieve victory with nuclear 
weapons. The only true victory open to man in the 
space age is the victory of love — the love that cleanses 
and heals human hearts, changes them, gives them new 
incentive for living. When missionaries of the Cross 
bring Christ’s love to foreign lands, they also bring 
better standards of education and health. Doors swing 
open for works of mercy — medicines, food, clothing, 
and other bodily needs. 

The Christ who came from heaven to earth at Beth- 
lehem pleads with His followers to believe in the power 
of love. In every Missouri Synod parish at home and 
abroad, throughout the world, the decisive Christmas 
question is: Are we bearing effective witness to the love 
of Christ in our generation? 


Ethical Standards Not Enough 


In recent magazine articles FBI Director J. Edgar 
Hoover calls attention to the increase in juvenile crimes. 
Since 1952 the juvenile population in our country has 
increased 22 per cent, and in the same period juvenile 
arrests have increased 52 per cent. 

Offenses committed by teen-agers are becoming more 
vicious; young hoodlums are becoming bolder in their 
contempt of law; rape, assault, auto thefts, and other 
crimes of violence are multiplying at a fearful rate. 
Youthful days spent in committing crimes are a training 
period for still more horrible adult crimes. 

Mr. Hoover’s plan for controlling juvenile delin- 
quency calls for impressing upon parents their responsi- 
bility toward their children, improving juvenile courts, 


and putting an end to coddling young criminals, and, — 


most of all, re-establishing a firm moral structure to 
prevent future delinquency. 

Now, in order to establish a moral structure it is not 
enough to prescribe and teach a set of moral rules or 
ethical standards. If these have no roots which reach 
down deep, if they are not based on the Christian faith, 
they can be changed or discarded at convenience. The 
power to live up to such standards comes from God-given 


faith, and no one can hold permanently to a Christian 


code of ethics without a Christian conviction. 

Mr. Hoover’s analysis underscores the vital necessity 
of Christian education, in which we not only teach young 
people moral standards as such but also lead them to 


find that faith which provides power to live by such 
standards, 
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When darkness covered Eden 
With overwhelming gloom, 

When man sin’s way had chosen 
And consequential doom, 

When conscience’ cry of “guilty!” 
Had made our parents hide 

From God, their righteous Maker, 
Companion, Friend, and Guide, 


He came in all compassion, 

His erring children sought, 

And to their hearts enshrouded 
In night a candle brought. 

Ere He in justice banished 
Them from His Paradise, 

In love gave He the promise 
Of Him who would arise 


To crush the foe forever — 

His Son, the woman’s Seed, 
Who “mercy” for lost sinners 
By His own blood would plead. 
This radiant flame grew brighter 
As years and ages rolled; 
Through patriarchs and prophets 
Did God His plan unfold. 


Oft flickered it uncertain; 

Then, as a glowing fire, 

Fanned by the Spirit, kindled 

Anew this rapt desire, 

Until, when in the fullness 

Of time, in sin’s dark night 

Shone forth from Bethle’m’s manger 
The world’s long-waited Light! 


Angelic choirs proclaimed Him 
Who came to save our race, 

The Father’s glorious brightness 
Now come in truth and grace, 
Through whom we may come boldly 
Before the Father’s throne, 

Our Mercy Seat, our High Priest, 
Our Sacrifice alone. 


The glory that was hidden 
From mortal eyes now dwelt 
In human flesh; our weakness, 
Temptations, woes He felt. 
He is our Light, our Savior; 
To God we are restored. 
May we, His light reflecting, 
With gladness serve the Lord! 
EDITH E. FISCHER 
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I wish you were a shining lantern, 
Complete with wick and filled with oil, 
So God could take you to the jungles, 
Where no white man yet trod the 
soil. 


I wish you were a great big flagpole 
That God had set upon some hill, 

So you could fly Christ’s royal banner 
And signal help to all the ill. 


I wish you were a rolling treadmill 
Revolving under someone’s feet, 
So you could grind fine flour and 
cornmeal 
For all who hunger in the street. 


I wish you were a towering lighthouse 
That God had built out in the sea, 
So Christ could help you warn of 
danger 
And rescue those who look toward 
thee. 


I wish you were a mile-high windmill, 
Gushing fresh water all day long, 
That every drop were filled with 
mercy 
For all on earth who do some 
wrong. 


I wish you were a press that printed 

Twelve million Bibles every day, 
So all the world could hear of Jesus 
And learn of Him to love His way! 


B. M. HOLT 
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Rest, my welcome Infant dear, 

In this borrowed manger here, 

While the cattle slumber too, 
Sheltered, safe, the whole night through. 


Holy be this borrowed cave, 
Shelter that Thy Father gave, 
Guarding Thee against the foe 
Who will seek Thy overthrow. 


Holy be this field around 
Where the shepherds peace had found. 
Holy be the hearts today 
Where Thy love has brought the Way. 


Holy be this little town 

Where the love of God came down! 
Blessed Child of heaven, reign! 
Here within my heart remain! 


Rest, my welcome Infant dear, 

In this borrowed manger here, 

While the cattle slumber too, 
Sheltered, safe, the whole night through. 


WALDEMAR B. STREUFERT 


Te Light of Erisbuas 


O Jesus, Light of Christmas, 

Shine in our hearts today; 

Without Thee all is darkness. 
Come, guide us on life’s way 

And let us hear Thy precious voice 
And ever in this Light rejoice. 


Light of the Gentile nations 

And all who know not Thee, 

Grant that all heathen peoples 

Thy brightness soon may see, 

That they may hear Thy precious voice 
And in this Christmas Light rejoice. 


Help us to bring to others 

The brightness of this Light — 

Those who are still about us 

And those far from our sight — 

That they, too, may in Thee rejoice, 
In song and prayer Thy praises voice. 


MARIE C. TURK 
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Couple receiving ‘‘their’’ baby from the Children’s Home, Des Peres, Mo. 


Lutheran children’s agencies bring happiness into childless homes. 


AT CHRISTMAS TIME 


Martin Luther once said: “I will give myself as a sort of little Christ to 
my neighbor as Christ has given Himself to me, and I will do nothing in this 
life except what I see will be needful, advantageous, and wholesome for my 
neighbor.” 

As our Lord “went about doing good,” so we, whom Christ redeemed, 
who have come to faith in Him through the power of the Christmas Gospel, 
can be “little Christs to our neighbor,” going about and doing good at 
Christmas time. There is much opportunity for doing good — to the poor, the 
sick, the aging, the children, the families in trouble in your own congregation 
and community. Then there are our Lutheran agencies of mercy, our child- 
welfare services, our family-service agencies, our services and homes for the 
aging, for the handicapped; our hospitals and shelters — all of them present 
you with opportunities to be “little Christs” at Christmas time. 

Did you know that all these agencies are burdened with debts, that all of 
them must constantly deny help to needy applicants because of inadequate 
resources? What a blessing will come to them who are “little Christs” at 
Christmas time, who will send these agencies — any one of them, any number 
of them —a donation to help them in their work — in your work! 

Luther also said: “Thereby ye will know if the birth of Christ is effective 
in you, if you take upon yourselves the need of your neighbor.” 


Think about that for a few moments during this Christmas season! 
Is the birth of Christ “effective” in you? 


H. F. Wind, Executive Secretary 
Department of Social Welfare 
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I counted the cost of Christmas: 
What money could I afford 

For gifts I would give my children, 
For the gift I would give our Lord? 


The figures were out of proportion; 
With shame and dismay I saw 

My tithe a greedy distortion, 
Fulfilling an outworn law. 


I counted the Cross in Christmas, 
My gifts bound by love and need; 
I counted the joy of Christmas; 
His sheep my gift would feed. 


E. L. G. 


In the shadow of the Sierras — Good Shepherd Lutheran Home of the West, 


an institution for mentally retarded children in Terra Bella, Calif. 


Synod’s Department of Social Welfare helps provide clinically trained chaplains for state and local institutions 
(589) 
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IN ACTION — 


Teen-agers in Bethlehem Home, Staten Island, 
maintained by the Lutheran Child Welfare Asso- 
ciation, New York City. 


Children whose parents cannot provide for their proper care find love and 


understanding in Christian pastors. 


Rev. Roland C. Bosse, superintendent-pastor of the Lutheran Home 
for the Aged, Westlake, Ohio. 


Members of the staff, patients, and visitors prepare for worship i i ituti i 
( p in Christ Institutional cl x 
the King Chapel of the Lutheran Hospital, St. Louis. ridaated ihe Saanee Baier ond seca pe 


ple in hospitals and homes. 
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In most areas of the United States 
our church is at work providing for 
homeless children, the sick, the for- 
saken, the needy, and the aged. 
Works of mercy are our response to 
the mercy of God in Christ. 


God gave His Son at Christmas 
time to people in trouble — to lost 
sinners. His purpose was to save 
them, to make them happy in time 
and in eternity. 


Most Lutheran institutions of 
mercy are supported locally. Most 
of them are in debt and limited in 
what they can do. They need our 
gifts at Christmas. Many of the peo- 
ple to whom we give gifts are rela- 
tives, friends, and business associates 
who do not need the gifts. 


We see people in need all about 
us, in our churches and communities, 
-_in our hospitals and in our homes for 
the aging, in our shelters for the 
handicapped and for homeless chil- 
dren, at home and abroad — we see 
them in all our agencies and institu- 
tions of mercy — all those of whom 
our Lord Jesus said: “J was hungry, 
. I was thirsty, J was a stranger, 
- I was naked, J was sick, J was in 
PIS OI 355-0 P 0 

Will He also say to you, “You fed 
Me, you gave Me to drink, you took 
Me in, you clothed Me, you visited 
Me, you came to Me’? 

If you want to give to your Lord 
at Christmas time, give to those who 
are in need. Through them our Lord 
Christ Himself appeals to you. 
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Keep Christ in 
your Christmas giving! 
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Members of Women's Auxiliary of the Lutheran Service Society, Buffalo. 


Through the care and concern of women’s auxiliaries institutional missionaries 
reinforce their Christmas message with visible tokens of Christian love. 


Christmas at Children's Home, Des Peres, Mo. 


Thoughtful Lutherans assure homeless children they are members of the house- 
hold of faith. 


Members of the Women's Auxiliary of the institutional ministry in San Francisco. 


Love for the Savior moves Christians to share their Christmas joys with residents 
of public hospitals and institutions of mercy. 
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Proverbs 


Far Above Rubies 


Proverbs 31:10, 26,28: “Who can 
find a virtuous woman? For her price 
is far above rubies. . . . She openeth 
her mouth with wisdom; and in her 
tongue is the law of kindness. ... Her 
children arise up and call her blessed; 
her husband also, and he praiseth her.” 


The position of woman has under- 
gone marked changes in our modern 
culture. In virtually every area she has 
achieved a status of equality with man. 
Her contributions to the contemporary 
political, economic, and social structure 
have been both significant and whole- 
some. 


At the same time, woman continues 
to occupy a unique position which 
merits for her a special measure of 
honor and consideration. The primary 
function of woman remains that of 
wife and mother. In this sphere her 
influence is so vast and her responsibil- 
ity so great that the writer of Proverbs 
extols the virtuous woman as _ being 
worth more than the price of rubies. 
Every grateful son, every devoted hus- 
band will subscribe to this appraisal. 


The woman who deserves this praise 
is the one described in our text: “She 
_openeth her mouth with wisdom; and 
_ in her tongue is the law of kindness.” 
_ She stands by her husband as a dutiful 
_ wife, with words of encouragement 
_ and counsel. She guides her children 
_ with a loving hand, with the right bal- 
ance of firmness and kindness. 


- Not all women, alas, measure up to 
this ideal. The shrew, the gossip, the 
scold — these bring discord and con- 
fusion to the household. There are 
_ those, too, who by their sloth, their 
vulgarity, and their shameless aping of 


bad manners and evil morals of men 


_ forfeit their claim to the respect that 
is woman’s due. 


The Christian woman finds her ideal 
example in the godly women of sacred 
history: Hannah, Ruth, Elizabeth, and 
_ Mary the mother of our Lord. In them 

she discerns the pattern of piety, of 
_ modesty, and of Christian service which 
_ warrants the tribute our text accords 
_ the woman of God. 

___ The price of such a woman is indeed 
_ “far above rubies,” and the praises 
__ her loved ones render her in time will 
_ re-echo through eternity in her Savior’s 
own “Well done!” 

THOMAS COATES 
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“Write Me a Poem” 


If there is any season of the church 
year when Christian churches, schools, 
and homes burst forth with song, it is 
the Christmas season. Can one imagine 
a Christmas service without our lovely 
Nativity hymns and carols? What a 


thrill the shepherds on Bethlehem’s, 


fields must have experienced when they 
heard the angels of God flood the dome 
of heaven with the first Christmas paean 
of praise! 

Since that time, throughout the cen- 
turies, Christian poets have filled thou- 
sands of hymnals with their own “Glory 
to God” stanzas. Practically every 
period of the Christian era has pro- 
duced singers of the Christmas story. 
A check of the 18 sections (rubrics) 
of hymns in The Lutheran Hymnal 
shows that the Christmas category con- 
tains by far the greatest number of 
hymns (37). 

While about one half of these hymns 
are from German sources (German 
hymnody surpasses all others in wealth), 
there are hymns of Greek, medieval 
Latin, English, Austrian, Slovak, 
French, Danish, and American origin. 


Each hymn presents a different phase 
of the Christmas events. Yet the dom- 
inant mood of every hymn is one of 
joy — sometimes calm, sometimes ex- 
alted; now childlike, now jubilant — but 
always the holy joy which the message 
of the Savior’s birth generates in the 
believer’s heart. In addition to the con- 
tent of the hymn, metre, rhyme, diction, 
images, figures of speech all help to pro- 
vide a pleasant variety. 


Common Core 


Naturally, among the 37 hymns 
there is a common core — hymns and 
carols which we cannot omit during the 
Nativity festival. Christmas would not 
be Christmas without some of the old 
favorites, songs which never grow old. 


We treasure, for example, Charles 
Wesley’s Hark! the Herald Angels Sing, 
perhaps the most popular English hymn 
in the world; Oh, Come, All Ye Faithful 
(Adeste, fideles), author and composer 
unknown, probably from Roman Cath- 
olic sources, called the most popular of 
all Christmas hymns, translated into 
more than 125 languages; Luther’s 
children’s gem: From Heaven Above, 
a simple, intimate hymn with its buoyant 
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tune. We dare not forget Behold, a 
Branch Is Growing (645); Silent Night 
(646); O Little Town of Bethlehem 
(647). All three could well be in the 
company of the main Christmas hymns. 


While these and other favorites are 
“musts” at Christmas time, the use of 
some less-known Christmas hymns 
would be richly rewarding. 


Christians, Awake! 


High on the list is No. 84: Christians, 
Awake, Salute the Happy Morn. Here 
is the Christmas story as recounted by 
St. Luke in his Christmas Gospel. The 
introductory stanza is an appeal to 
Christians to salute the birthday of our 
Lord and to adore the mystery of God’s 
love. Stanzas 2, 3, and 4 are narrative. 
They recall the angel’s message to the 
shepherds, the glory song of the heay- 
enly chorus, and the journey of the 
shepherds to Bethlehem and their re- 
turn. In stanza 5 the hymnist exhorts 
the worshipers to ponder the life of the 
Child from cradle to cross and to follow 
the Savior till (stanza 6) we shall one 
day with the “angelic hosts” sing eternal 
praises to our King. 


Author of this hymn was John 
Byrom, a minor English poet (1692 to 
1763), whose invention of a new system 
of shorthand won him a membership in 
the Royal Society and a special com- 
mendation from Parliament. Among 
his pupils was the bard of Methodism, 
Charles Wesley. 


According to tradition the hymn was 
a strange Christmas gift. Byrom is said 
to have asked his daughter Dolly what 
she wanted for Christmas (1749). Her 
reply: “Write me a poem.” Next morn- 
ing on her breakfast plate lay Christians, 
Awake! The sheet is still preserved. 


The tune “Yorkshire” was composed 
by the English organist John Wain- 
wright and sung for the first time, ac- 
cording to Byrom, by a choir of men 
and boys in the Manchester parish 
church on Christmas 1750. One of the 
most famous of English hymn tunes, 
its stately melody moves upward but 
has enough downward movement to act 
as a counterbalance. 


This hymn with its incomparable text 
and tune belongs to the common core 
of Christmas favorites. L. B. 


THE LUTHERAN WITNESS 


What’ the 


ANSWER ?, 


@ Limit the terms of church officers? 


@ Rebuke public offense publicly? 


@ Pastor officiate at military funeral? 


? Question: Is it a good plan to 
& limit the terms of church of- 

ficers, or is it better to let 
them serve as often as the member- 
ship re-elects them? 


Answer: This is a matter of wisdom 
and good judgment in which local con- 
ditions will, of course, play an important 
part. 

There have been, and there doubtless 
are, many consecrated men who have 
served as elders or trustees or in other 
offices term after term and by God’s 
grace remained humble, giving their 
best efforts to the glory of God and 
the interests of their church. Thank 
God for them. They are especially val- 
uable in a small church, where there 
is no abundance of administrative and 
leadership talent. If the congregation 
deems it wise to continue them in office, 
why should they be replaced after their 
second term? 

Some congregations, however, have 
learned through experience that some 
officers after a few years become negli- 
gent or set in their ways, hard to con- 
vince, intent upon having things their 
own way. Therefore many churches 
have the rotation rule as a safeguard. 
No man may serve in the same office 
more than two consecutive terms, ex- 
cept after an interim of a year. Under 
this system no officer can feel offended 
for not having been re-elected. If he 
has served faithfully, he may be elected 
to another office or re-elected the fol- 
lowing year. 

This system has another advantage. 
Over the years more individuals gain 
experience in church work by holding 
administrative offices in the church. 
The entire membership, at least the 
faithful and capable men, can thus be 
given valuable training in church work. 
At times it may appear contrary to the 
best interests of the church to lose 
a good man from a given office, but 
he is still able, as a nonofficer, to be 
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a blessing to the congregation and to 
serve it with wise counsel and a stimu- 
lating example. 

For best results, the terms of office 
should also be staggered so that only 
a third of the officers need to be re- 
placed every year, leaving several ex- 
perienced men in each major office. 
Used in this fashion, the rotation sys- 
tem is, in our opinion, the preferable 
method. 


Question: How is a Christian 
to proceed when a brother 


gives public offense? 


Answer: According to Matt. 18: 
15-17, brotherly admonition and re- 
proof should be administered “between 
thee and him alone.” But a different 
procedure is to be followed should a 
grievous sin be committed in the pres- 
ence of others. The apostle Paul speaks 
of this when he instructs Timothy not 
to accept charges against an elder (pas- 
tor) without the supportive testimony 
of two or three witnesses and then 
adds: Those sinning before all reprove 
that also the rest may have fear. (1 Tim. 
D920) 

The apostle’s meaning becomes clear 
from his own action at Antioch, where 
he earnestly rebuked the apostle Peter 
“before them all” (Gal. 2:14). To have 
taken Peter into an anteroom and re- 
proved him there privately would not 
have undone the harm caused by Pe- 
ter’s ill-advised action. All those who 
witnessed Peter’s lack of uprightness 
toward the truth of the Gospel needed 
to be shown then and there that such 
inconsistent behavior (vv. 12,13) was 
blameworthy, so that they would not 
become guilty of similar sinful conduct. 
Silence in the face of flagrant sinning 
allows the evil leaven to do its devas- 
tating work unchecked and unopposed. 
Christ’s rebuke to Peter is another case 
in point. (Matt. 16:21-23) 
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Does all this apply not only to the 
correction of erring pastors but to 
Christian admonition in general? We 
believe so. Also the sinful conduct of 
lay Christians is an evil leaven in the 
hearts of those who witness it, and it 
may seriously undermine their charac- 
ter. Such conduct should likewise be 
rebuked without delay, though the re- 
proof must be administered in the spirit 
of meekness and love (Gal. 6:1; Eph. 
4:15). It is to be an object lesson to 
all concerned, lest they become guilty 
of a similar offense against the truth 
of the Gospel. Permitted to remain 
unchallenged, public offense can only 
confuse and shock weak Christians and 
prove a grave danger to their soul’s 
health. It has therefore been held 
among us that in such cases the first 
two steps of admonition prescribed in 
Matthew 18 need not be observed but 
that the offending brother at once be 
summoned before the congregation. 

Christian admonition meekly and 
lovingly administered serves to turn 
the sinner from the error of his way 
and lead him to repentance. (James 


719520) 
a Lutheran pastor to officiate 


s . 
when one of his members is 


to receive a military funeral? 


Question: Is it proper for 


Answer: Yes, provided he has com- 
plete charge of the services and does 
not share the conduct of the rites with 
a pastor or chaplain of another faith. 
That members of a veterans’ organiza- 
tion attend the services in a body and 
in uniform, and that the ceremony at 
the grave is usually concluded with 
a rifle salute, flag presentation, and the 
sounding of taps, in no wise conflicts 
with our principles. The character of 
the rites is to be determined by the 
bereaved family and the pastor. 


O. E. SOHN 
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“Christmas Along the Mississippi,” a 
special half-hour program prepared by 
The Lutheran Hour, will be broadcast 
throughout the world in several lan- 
guages on Christmas Eve and Christmas 
Day, the Lutheran Laymen’s League, 
sponsor of the global Gospel broadcast, 
has announced. 

In the narrative, Christmas carols and 
the familiar Nativity story are inter- 
woven in a conversation between a 
grandfather and his grandson as they 
walk along the banks of “the Father of 
Waters.” 

As Freddie Miller and his grand- 
father make their way along the water’s 
edge, the gray-haired pioneer reviews 
the centuries of history which the Mis- 
sissippi has witnessed. He recalls how 
the sturdy immigrants from the Scandi- 
navian countries settled the Upper 
Mississippi Valley, and he relates the 
story of the German people who settled 
in the southern part of Wisconsin, in 
Iowa, Illinois, and Missouri. 

Describing the French settlements 
farther south along the river, Grand- 
father Miller muses on other immigrants 
who populated the United States dur- 
ing those early years. 


Interspersed in the scenes are Christ- 
mas carols from the nations the grand- 
father is describing. The entire story is 
knit together with prophecies concern- 
ing the birth of the Savior and is cli- 
maxed with a reading of the familiar 
Christmas Gospel from Luke 2 by 
Dr. Oswald Hoffmann, Lutheran Hour 
speaker. 


18 


The program includes references to the 
founding of The Lutheran Church — 
Missouri Synod in Perry County along 
the banks of the Mississippi. The 
broadcast also invites the listeners to 
send in for a gold cross, the traditional 
emblem of Lutheran Hour broadcasts 
since 1930. 


The Mississippi River was chosen as 
the scene for the narrative because a 
favorite American author of people all 
over the world is Mark Twain, who 
was closely identified with “the Father 
of Waters.” 

“Christmas Along the Mississippi” 
has been translated into several of the 
most widely used languages in the 
world, including German, Spanish, 
French, and Japanese, for transmission 
on individual stations and networks 
throughout the world. 

While the program is designed pri- 
marily for foreign consumption, ex- 
cerpts of the broadcast may be heard in 
America over the NBC _ network’s 
“Nightline” on Dec. 24 and 25. Ad- 
ditional Lutheran Hour music, espe- 
cially that which is used in the African 
versions of the program, will be featured 
on the weekend NBC “Monitor” broad- 
casts on Dec. 27 and 28. 


Station arrangements for the over- 
seas operations were made by the Pan 
American Broadcasting Co. in New 
York City. “It is difficult to believe 
there is a person overseas with a radio 
set who will not be able to receive our 
special Christmas program,” commented 


(594) 


Eugene Bernald, vice-president of Pan 
American and a member of the LLL. 

“We have no hesitancy in telling 
you,” he said, “that at least 100,000,000 — 
people will hear the broadcast this 
year.” 


The following is a partial list of the 
networks and stations which have al- 


i 


. 


ready agreed to use the “Christmas — 
Along the Mississippi” program: Cu- — 
ragao, Surinam, The Netherlands, New- — 


foundland, Grenada, Philippine Islands, © 


British Guiana, Fiji Islands, Ecuador, — 


Northern Rhodesia, Morocco, Sarawak, j 


Bermuda, Trinidad, New Zealand, Li- 
beria, Malta, Ghana, Sierra Leone, 
Western Samoa, Montserrat, Gilbert 
Islands, and Belgium. : 

Also Haiti, Madagascar, Belgian 
Congo, French Somaliland, Tahiti, Re- 
union, France, The Saar, Portugal, An- 
gola, Mozambique, Uruguay, Spain, 
Sweden, Okinawa, Taiwan, French 
Equatorial Africa, Belgian Congo, Viet- 
Nam, British Honduras, and Switzer- 
land. 


“This is certainly a tremendous list — 


of stations,” commented Paul Friedrich, 
executive director of the Lutheran Lay- 
men’s League. “We feel extremely 
humble and unworthy of the privilege 
which the Lord has given us to pro-— 
claim the message of the Christmas 
angels throughout the world. We pray 
the Lord of the church to shower the 
broadcasts with a rich measure of His 
Holy Spirit so that untold thousands” 
may be led to a knowledge of their 
Savior.” E. Fk 
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a congregation. 


Members of Synod are welcome to speak on subjects of their choice — synodical 


policies, practices, customs, issues of the day. and so forth. 


Opinions expressed in 


Pro and Con are not to be regarded as those of the WITNEss or of Synod. The Editors 
reserve the right to reject, print in full, or omit matters not pertinent. The debates will 
be terminated at the discretion of the Editors. 


Trend Toward Rome? (Concluded) 


The Real Problem 


The very nature of a pro-and-con 
exchange dictates a one-sided presenta- 
tion. When the discussion is on cere- 
mony and liturgy, the result can be an 
unfortunate disturbance in the church’s 
worship life. These things are adi- 
aphora, but are not therefore less vital; 
they are intimately connected with 
man’s most vital activity — his worship 
of Almighty God. 

This discussion may also seem pro 
or con, depending on which side of the 
subject your pew has been placed; but 
its argument rests on the contention that 
the problem discussed in recent issues 
of the Lutheran Layman and the Lu- 
THERAN WITNESS does not lie at all 
where the fighting is noisiest. 

The real problem is not the Liturgy 
or ceremonies. Nor is the principal 
goal that people understand what lit- 
urgy or ceremony means. The real 
problem is a churchgoer who does not 
understand what worship is. The real 
problem lies in what the worshiper does. 
The problem lies in what worship is. 

Worship is hearing God speak to 
you, adoring God and speaking to Him, 
and sharing with all other believers our 
oneness in Him. 


The Liturgy was developed to meet 
this need. It brings God’s Word to 
worshipers. Not only does God speak 
to us through a sermon but in the Invo- 
cation reminds us of His Three-in-One 
holiness, in the Gloria in Excelsis of the 
birth of His Son, and so on. 

We are given opportunity to cry out 
to God with our own specific needs as 
Introits, Graduals, and Collects are 
used. The Liturgy is designed to give 
us opportunity to adore and pray as 
individuals even as we participate as 
It provides prayers 
which we can be anticipating each Sun- 
day, prayers that cover all the needs 
which should be included in our devo- 
tions. But it does not make us depend 
on the words of a minister, who may 
or may not know our personal needs 
or how we feel on a particular Sunday. 
It is filled with places for us to think 
our own worship thoughts. 

“OQ Lord, open Thou my lips” in 
Matins or Vespers may mean, “Help 
me pray, O Lord,” or, “I’m so angry 
I'll just sit here and glower”; or it may 
mean, “Help me really open my mouth, 
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Lord; I'll never do an adequate wor- 
ship job unless You help.” In the same 
way a worshiper inserts his own prayer 
thoughts in the Kyrie or in our Lord’s 
Prayer itself. 

The Liturgy helps us share with our 
brothers. Faith is so deep a thing, our 
unity in Christ so mysterious a reality, 
it is not easy to express it in our speech. 
The Liturgy puts it into words — words 
we can say to each other. “The Lord 
be with you” — “And with thy spir- 


it’ —we share our life in grace with 
the pastor. “Lamb of God, have mercy 
upon us’ — “We praise Thee, we wor- 


ship Thee” — together! And as we 
worship in these words, we have in mind 
believers all the way back to services 
that really were elaborately liturgical 
in the Old Testament temple, where the 
first Christians worshiped. 


The words of the Liturgy should be 
understood — but that’s not the real 
problem. Understanding the words is 
basic but as far from the answer as 
a knowledge of all the vocabulary of 
anatomy is from making a man a quali- 
fied brain surgeon. That’s why the an- 
swer to the problem is not as simple 
as saying, “Explain the Liturgy” or 
“Phrase the Liturgy in contemporary 
speech.” And because worship must in- 
volve the hearing of God, the adoring 
of God, and the sharing with one’s 
brother, dropping liturgy and ceremony 
is equally far from the answer. 

What is needed are worshipers who 
are ready to catch and apply all God 
wants to say to them; worshipers who 
are ready to offer to God the adoration 
due His name from every man, but 
ready as well to express their confession 
for individual faults, their personal 
thanks, and specific requests; worship- 
ers who are conscious of their oneness 
in Christ and are rejoicing in this 
shared fellowship. And — add it to the 
list — what is needed is a form that will 
help all of them do this together and 
at the same time, whether they are sad 
or glad, prosperous or afflicted, without 
violating their own integrity or need for 
reserve. 

Now who can say that a different 
translation, or You instead of Thou, 
will accomplish all that? Or who would 
suggest that more ceremony or less cere- 
mony will automatically succeed in 
making worshipers out of churchgoers? 
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The solution begins in a comprehen- 
sion that a man must work at his wor- 
ship. He must catch God’s Word, re- 
turn to God his adoration, and share 
his faith with his brothers. It proceeds 
through a realization that man is both 
body and soul, and his worship is as- 
sisted by the involvement of his senses 
in things seen —this is visual aid — 
and the involvement of his body in 
things done. As childhood prayers were 
assisted by the folding of hands, adults 
find aid in ceremonies, such as kneeling 
and the sign of the cross. 


Finally, the solution to the problem 
of the form of worship to be used is 
to be found not primarily in intelligi- 
bility, nor necessarily in words most 
easily understood, but in words that can 
convey most from God and enable wor- 
shipers to say most to God and to one 
another. The solution lies in words able 
to accomplish the from and the to for 
the most varied moods — the suffering, 
the celebrating, and the content. 

That’s why the Liturgy is still in use. 
Take the Invocation once again. It says 
The Awe-ful God to the casual church- 
goer. It says The All-Powerful Trinity 
to the desperate men. It says Maker! 
Savior! Friend! to the happy man. And 
not only that — it enables the desperate 
man to call on the name of the Lord. 
It helps the casual man to take off the 
shoes of his spirit, for the nave in 
which he stands is holy ground. It lets 
the happy man bless the Lord for spe- 
cial favors of which he alone is aware. 
And all together it enables us to say, 
“We are one in the One in Three.” 


That’s why the “battered” Introit for 
the 13th Sunday after Trinity and all 
the Introits are still helpful. The psalm- 
ist could cry out, “Oh, let not the op- 
pressed return ashamed” and seek help 
against the Philistines; the Christian in 
Rome could use it and implore aid 
against the Visigoths; the employee in 
Detroit’s Briggs Auto Body plant can 
hear it chanted by the choir and be 
praying to God about the recession. 

We have what we need in the Lu- 
theran Liturgy, and in ceremony we 
share with all in the Christian tradition. 
What we yet need is worshipers — men 
and women who will go to a service 
and really receive what God says to 
them in the Liturgy. Each may re- 
ceive different accents from the same 
words of the ordinary or the propers, 
but it is the same God who is speaking. 

What we need is worshipers who will 
use the same words as opportunities to 
ask for different individual gifts and 
seek blessing for different individual 
friends, but the same God will hear. 
And each worshiper will be upholding 
the worshiping hands of his brother. 
What makes the Liturgy, the ceremony, 
helpful is that it can serve as the chan- 
nel for deep adoration from many peo- 
ple and many moods, together. 

This is what needs to be understood 
about the Liturgy. 


St. Louis, Mo. G. W. Hover 
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THE FAMILY COUNCIL 


Work, Money, and Allowances 


My husband feels that children do 
not need allowances, since we buy them 
all they need; they should be willing to 
help at home without pay. 

I feel that children should get paid 
for work and have regular allowances. 
How else can they learn to handle 
money? Am I right? 


If you combine these two views, you 
have a good basic pattern. 


Christian children should be willing 
to help in the home without special re- 
wards. But children should also learn 
the value of money and experience the 
thrill of earning their own. 

Some children graduate from high 
school without earning enough to buy 
a pencil. That is an incomplete edu- 
cation. 


We recommend a compromise plan 
which might be initiated at a family 
council meeting or similar occasion — 
at some time when you are all together 
and feeling cheerful. 

Suggest the plan, but await their 
reaction before launching it; then you 
can adjust details. 


Ask the children to feel responsible 
for 20 to 60 minutes of work at home 
each school day and one to three hours 
on Saturdays and vacation days. Lean 
toward the lower figure when children 
are young or when studies are heavy. 
Perhaps your children will volunteer a 
fair amount of time. Keep them from 
volunteering too little time but also 
from going beyond their strength. 

Suppose you have agreed on 45 
minutes per school day and two hours 
on Saturday; then make it possible for 
them to earn additional wages. 


You can pay, for you furnish clothes, 
school supplies, spending money, church 
contributions, class fees, and the like. 

Let Jim earn the money and buy his 
own shoes. Let Mary earn her own hat 
and blouse. If it costs you the same, 
it is still not the same at all, but an 
important part of a child’s education. 

Be sure not to resent mistakes or 
poor bargains, especially at first. Learn- 
ers will make mistakes. 

If you do the buying, the children 
miss the joy of accomplishment and the 
experiences of self-support. These are 
vital to education. 
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What chores can children do? Make 
beds, clean floors, wash windows, dust 
furniture; prepare vegetables and fruits, 
set the table, do the dishes, help with 
the washing, ironing, and mending; 
mow the lawn, weed the garden, wash 
the car, etc., ete. 

Let the children, as members of the 
household, do some duties without pay. 
Then pay them by the hour, if they 
don’t dawdle, or by the job. Being 
friendly inspectors of each other’s work 
can also be good training. 

Make a list of available jobs with 
their prices, rotating the choices where 
there is more than one child. Give as 
much choice as possible. Review the 
system after a few weeks of trial, and 
change rules as necessary. Remember, 
too, that children rather work with you 
than for you. 

One mother rotates the dish washing. 
One day a week she does it herself if 
there has been no grumbling. In one 
household the teen-age children sing 
— sometimes in two-part harmony — 
while they are doing the dishes. 


Try to make work fun. Always try 
to find something to praise. Do not 
criticize more than one thing at a time. 
Discuss work with the children on the 
basis of Romans 12 and 2 Thessalonians 
3:6-13. 

Children can learn to love work, or 
at least learn not to mind it too much, 
if you make it a cheerful experience for 
them. If you scold and nag, results will 
be poor. 

This plan combines the free-work and 
the pay-work ideas. We suggest you add 
allowances if your children cannot earn 
enough. Fill in with birthday and 
Christmas gifts. Give the joy of 
achievement and self-support and the 
basic principles of willing stewardship. 

Whatever your plan, be sure it helps 
the children to learn, to experiment, 
and to mature. 

God bless your home and you. 


MARTIN P. SIMON 


Note: “The Family Council” is pre- 
pared by Synod’s Family Life Com- 
mittee, which welcomes suggestions for 
subjects to be treated in future articles. 
Write: The Family Life Committee, 
210 N. Broadway, St. Louis 2, Mo. 
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Parents and 


Confirmation Instruction 


“Not how we pastors, but rather how 
we parents can help during confirma- 
tion instruction would be a better word- 
ing of a common confirmation prob- 
lem,” declared Dr. Erdmann W. Frenk. 

“Not pastors,” he said, “but parents 
carry the primary responsibility for the 
proper confirmation instruction of their 
children.” 

This was the practice in the early 
church. This was also the early posi- 
tion of Martin Luther when he ad- 
dressed his catechism for the instruc- 
tion of the young not to pastors but 
to parents. 

In Luther’s thinking the only part 
pastors played in the confirmation in- 
struction of the young was a sort of 
review and evaluation of the instruction 
already given in the home. Not the 
church but the home was the place of 
instruction, he reasoned, not the pastor 
but the parent was the natural instruc- 
tor. 

Yet in our day the attitude is all too 
common that the church is the primary 
agency for confirmation instruction and 
that pastors must consider themselves 
obligated to impart that instruction. 
Too many homes of our day feel ab- 
solutely no concern in this matter and 
would seem to give the impression that 
they are doing the pastor a favor when 
they lend a helping hand in this matter. 

Experience definitely proves that 
where the home remains aloof and in- 
different, not necessarily antagonistic, 
the catechumen on the whole makes 
poor progress and after confirmation 
soon falls by the wayside. What is 
given to the catechumen at home is 
equally, if indeed not more important, © 
than what is given to him by the pastor 
in the classroom. 

In pointing to the practical help 
which parents can render in connection — 
with the confirmation instruction of 
their children, Dr. Frenk suggested a 
ten-point program: ® 

1. Attend the meeting of parents — 
called by the pastor at the beginning 
of confirmation instruction; P| 

2. Confer with the pastor privately — 
with reference to the particular needs 
and characteristics of the catechumen; 

3. Give the catechumens the inspi- — 
ration of a personal example in regu- 
larly attending church and partaking — 
of Holy Communion; 7 


4 


4. Take time to help the catechu- — 
men with his or her assignments; . 

5. Supervise at home all written 
examinations of the catechumens; s 

6. Be sure to attend every public 
“examination” of the catechumens; 
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7. Carefully check and discuss with 


_the catechumen the grades on his class 


report cards before you sign and return 
the card; 


8. Take a special interest at this 
time in the social life of the catechu- 
mens, attend an occasional social of 
the class, and invite other catechumens 
into your home; 


9. Take advantage of every con- 
versational occasion to encourage the 
catechumen in his duties; 


10. Make of his confirmation a day 
and an occasion long to be remembered. 


Confirmation instruction that is a 
joint effort of parent and pastor is 
bound to bring rich returns to the cate- 
chumen, the church, and the home. — 
In the September 1958 issue of Nurture, 
Newsletter of the National Lutheran 
Parent-Teacher League. 


Protests Ban on Campus Services 


Rev. David Poling, pastor of Lafay- 
ette Avenue Presbyterian Church, 
Buffalo, has strongly protested a ruling 
by the State University of New York 
council banning all religious services on 
the campus of Buffalo State Teachers 
College. 

The college chapel, located in a 
dormitory basement, according to the 
tuling, is now simply a “meditation 
room,” available to students “for quiet 
meditation or for personal prayers.” 

In challenging the legality of the 
statewide ruling, Rev. Poling cited a 
majority decision of the U.S. Supreme 
Court in which Justice William O. 
Douglas wrote: “We find no constitu- 
tional requirement which makes it 
necessary for government to be hostile 
to religion or to throw its weight against 
efforts to widen the effective scope of 
religious influence.” 


Pastor of ELC Served 
Seven Years in Congress 


Rev. Walter H. Moeller, Lancaster, 
Ohio, elected to Congress Nov. 4, was 
not the first Lutheran clergyman to be 
named to Congress since Rev. Fred- 
erick Augustus Muhlenberg served in 
the House. (1789—1797), as reported 
by a Lutheran news service and the 
WITNESS. (Dec. 2, 1958, p. 3) 

Rey. O. J. Kvale of Benson, Minn., 
a pastor of the Norwegian Lutheran 
Church of America, now known as The 
Evangelical Lutheran Church, served in 
the U. S. House of Representatives from 
1922 to 1929. 

Pastor Moeller, on leave of absence 
from Emmanuel Church during his 
campaign, resigned his Lancaster pas- 
torate upon election. He will begin his 
two-year term in January 1959. 
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District Conventions 
Oklahoma 
Aug. 25—29, Stillwater, Okla. 


Guest essayist Dr. August W. Brustat of 
Scarsdale, N.Y., presented “The Case for 
the Christian School.” Communist infil- 
tration into some of the American school 
systems was the subject of a public pres- 
entation in a special session. 

A Districtwide Evangelism Week, which 
will probably follow the PTR program, 
was set for the pre-Lenten season of 1960. 

The Church Extension Fund will bor- 
row from commercial institutions as well 
as from individuals and church organiza- 
tions. 

Rey. Donald Hafemann of Lawton was 
elected to succeed Rev. Martin Baumann 
as Second Vice-President. 

ROBERT KEREKES 


Montana 
Oct. 6—10, Miles City, Mont. 
“In all our Kingdom labors,” said 


President Paul M. Freiburger in his open- 
ing address, “we are guaranteed Christ’s 
own sufficiency, competence, and omnipo- 
fences: 

The mission department was empowered 
to buy strategic sites for missions. 

New schools are under construction at 
Kalispell and Billings. 

The convention voted “that the position 
of Under Secretary of Social Welfare be 
created in the District Department of Pub- 
lic Relations to aid the congregations and 
members of our church in _ practicing 
Christian love to those who are in need.” 

K. E. SCHWENGEL 


Southern 
Oct. 27—31, New Orleans, La. 


Ten missions opened since the 1957 con- 
vention include a full-time campus pastor- 
ate at Louisiana State University, the mis- 
sion committee reported. It listed 16 areas 
for future work. 

The District received five congregations, 
11 pastors, and three teachers. 

New schools opened during the year 
raise the total to 16. 

The Church Extension Committee has 
laid plans to keep God’s Bank loans com- 
ing in at the rate of $25,000 a month. 
God’s Bank Sunday school savings stamps 
have brought more than $15,000 in de- 
posits. RosertT L. DITTMANN 


Books 


Stories of Christmas Carols. By Ernest 
K. Emurian. W. A. Wilde Co., Boston. 
139 pages. $2.00. 


This is the fourth book on hymns by 
the pastor of Elm Avenue Methodist 
Church in Portsmouth, Va. It contains 
appropriate comments and some new ma- 
terial on the origin and background of 
12 familiar Christmas hymns and carols, 
including two Epiphany hymns. 

Of special interest is the note on the 
hitherto unknown English translator of 
“Silent Night.” The author points out 
that in the October 1957 issue of The 
Hymn, official publication of the Hymn 
Society of America, Rev. B. E, Under- 
wood definitely identifies the translator as 
Rev. John Freeman Young (1820—1885), 
bishop of the Episcopal Church in Florida. 
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Date of the translation has been estab- 
lished as 1863. The Lutheran Hymnal and 
the recently published Service Book carry 
the line: “Translator Unknown.” 

It is passing strange that in his own 
otherwise attractive hymn (the last in the 
book), Carols of All Nations, the author 
perpetuates the fiction that Martin Luther 
wrote “Away in a Manger,” when more 
than 10 years ago it was discovered that 
this carol appeared for the first time in 
the Children’s Book, published by the 
General Council (now United Lutheran 
Church) in 1885. Author and composer 
are unknown. 


The Lutheran Annual 1959. Concordia 
Publishing House, St. Louis, Mo. 372 
pages. $ .75 postpaid. Five or more 
copies, $ .60 postpaid. 


Will there be one under your Christmas 
tree? It’s beautiful enough. 

In addition to the standard information 
regarding location and time of services 
of all Synodical Conference Lutheran 
churches (indispensable when you travel), 
addresses and telephone numbers of pas- 
tors and teachers, this 1959 Annual (Vol- 
ume 60) contains besides other valuable 
material the following new features: all 
events in the Calendar, which lists also 
the church festivals, are built around 
the theme, “The Lutheran Reformation”; 
membership of 54 religious bodies in the 
United States together with statistics of 
the 17 Lutheran bodies in the U.S. and 
Canada. 

There is a Latin name (now Englished) 
for a book intended to be a constant 
companion: vade mecum, translated “Go 
with me.” The Lutheran Annual is in- 
tended to be a Lutheran family vade 
mecum. Is there one in your home? 

If you do not care to send your order 
direct to the publisher (75 cents is an 
awkward sum; the book is really worth 
a dollar), or if your congregation does 
not supply every family with one (as it 
does the LUTHERAN WITNESS), your pastor 
will be glad to furnish you with your 1959 
Lutheran Annual. 


Christmas, An American Annual of Christ- 
mas Literature and Art, Vol. 28. 
Edited by Randolph E. Haugan. 
Augsburg Publishing House, Minne- 


apolis. 68 pages. Library Edition, 
cloth, $3.50; Gift Edition, paper, 
$1.50. 


Probably the most beautiful of the 28 
Christmas annuals which Augsburg has 
issued, Volume 28, from its frontispiece — 
an illumination in full color of Is. 9:6 b; 
through Luke’s and Matthew’s accounts of 
the Nativity, illustrated in medieval parch- 
ment style; reminiscences of Christmas ob- 
servances; the story of the Christmas Seal 
Crusade; Christmas customs in Austria, 
Sweden, and the Tyrol; to the poetry and 
music sections, makes the reader linger on 
the beauty of each page. 


Together We Pray. By J. C. K. Preus and 
Alvin N. Rogness. Augsburg Press, 
Minneapolis. 40 pages. $ .75. 


Thirty-six devotions prepared for parents 
who have a son or daughter in the con- 
firmation class. An aid to getting the most 
out of the pastor’s instruction. Correlated 
with the truths of the “Six Chief Parts.” 
Prefaced with a letter from pastor to 
parents. The devotions should serve their 
purpose well, though the language at times 
appears to be above child level. 
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eaths 


PETER J. BRANER, July 21, 1890, Beer- 
felden, Hessen, Germany, to Oct. 28, 1958, 
Rochester, Minn.; son of Justus and Marie 
Kraemer Braner; graduated Springfield 
seminary, 1918; parishes: Fedor, Tex.; 
Mountain Lake, Minn.; Lu Verne and 
Livermore, Iowa; Algona, Iowa; Storm 
Lake, Iowa; Riesel, Tex.; Trosky, Minn., 
1950-—56, when he retired. Survivor: son 
Erwin. Funeral: Oct. 31, Hubbard, Iowa; 
interment, Hubbard Cemetery. 


EpwIn T. HEYNE, Feb. 23, 1886, Lake 
Creek, Mo., to Nov. 4, 1958, Fairmont, 
Minn.; son of William and Hedwig Schal- 
ler Heyne; graduated St. Louis seminary, 
1909; parishes: Golden Spike, Alta., Can.; 
St. Paul, Minn.; Long Prairie, Minn.; Tru- 
man, Minn.; Director of Missions, Fair- 
mont, Minn. Survivors: Nora Loetterle 
Heyne; son Rev. Edwin; daughters Esther 
Lusk, Ruth Dickson, Constance Nahnsen, 


Carmen Shepherd, and Lois _ Grumm. 
Funeral: Nov. 7, Fairmont; interment, 
Truman. 


GeorGE H. KostowskE, April 19, 1897, 
Rogers City, Mich., to Nov. 6, 1958, Big 
Springs, Nebr.; son of William and Bertha 
Schalk Koslowske; graduated Springfield 
seminary, 1921; parishes: Zap, N. Dak.; 
Waco, Nebr., 192950; Big Springs, Nebr. 
Survivors: Anna Jilg Koslowske; sons Wil- 
liam, Fred, and John; daughters Adele 
Ricketts, Lois Bruns, Betsy, and Carol. 
Funeral: Nov. 10, Big Springs; interment, 
Big Springs. 


Death Notice 


Rev. Arthur H. Haake, chairman of the 
Board for Missions in North and South 


America and pastor of West Portal 
Church, San Francisco, Calif., died 
Nov. 24. 


Notices 


Ordinations and Installations 
Installed: EASTORS 


Bakalyar, Donovan, Good_ Shepherd, Circle 
Pines, Minn., by Elmer G. Rimpler, Nov. 2. 

Beawer, Arnold F., St. John and St. Paul, 
Hamburg, Wis., by G. E. Kohn, Oct. 26. 

Broecker, Carl F., Bethlehem parish, Altoona 
and Ludington, Wis., by Fred Rotermund, 
Nov. 2. 

Cardaro, Robert G., Redeemer, Panorama City, 
Calif., by Elmer Ude, Oct. 26 

Esslinger, Jacob, Christ, Fairfield, Ill., by 
Frederick Hahn, Nov. 2 

Gierke, Arnold E., Immanuel, Belvidere, IIL, 
by Carl G. Kruse, Oct. 26. 

Kettner, George, Grace, Rialto, Calif., by P. F. 
Knaus, Nov. 2. 

Larrabee, Eugene, Redeemer, Aurora, and 
Good Shepherd, Babbitt, Minn., by E. H. 
Schmiege, Nov. 2. 

Leischner, Paul E., St.John, Lohman, and 
Zion, Jefferson City, Mo., by Arno C. Meyer, 
Oct. 26. 

Martin, Kenneth A., Immanuel, Fairmont, 
Minn., by Arthur M. Beck, Oct. 26. 

Mueller, Robert G., Our Savior, 
N. Y., by Hans K. Platzer, Oct. 26. 

Nelson, Richard, St.John, Adair, Iowa, by 
M. H. Brandt, Nov. 2. 

Nielsen, John R., (add’l_ charge) Immanuel, 
Brightview, Alta., by Fred Ulmer, Nov. 2. 

Offerman, Theo. H., Trinity, Coon Rapids, 

2 sane by E. W. M. Brewer, Nov. 2. 

chmidt, Edgar P., Faith, Lincoln, 3 
Wm. J. Roesler, Oct. 26. ee Ey 

Zehnder, Clement R., Good Shepherd, Mexico 

Re ee F., Mexico, by Robert F. Gussick, 
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Fishkill, 


Inducted: 


Dettmann, Norbert, as asst. professor at Con- 
cordia College, Austin, Tex., by George J. 
Beto, Sept. 22. ; 

Growcock, Fred B., as instructor at Concordia 
College, Austin, Tex., by George J. Beto, 
Sept. 22. 


Installed: EAC 


Fischer, Roger, St. Luke, Wisconsin Rapids, 
Wis., by L. F. Schneider, Aug. 24. ope 
Rosenberg, Donald, as Exec. Sec. of Christian 
Education of the N. Wis. Dist., at St. Paul, 
Stevens Point, Wis., by Pres. Lloyd H. 
Goetz, Aug. 19. 

Schmidt, John K., First, Baton Rouge, La., by 
G. A. Gatzke, Sept. 25. 


Inducted: 


Woodard, Donald, as instructor at Concordia 
College, Austin, Tex., by George J. Beto, 
Sept. 22. 


“Accepted a Call Elsewhere” 


In general announcements and his- 
torical writings one all too frequently 
encounters the vague and meaningless 
expression “In he accepted a call 
elsewhere.” We have found the ex- 
pression in the minutes of voters’ 
meetings, in congregational histories, 


in District and synodical proceedings, 
and even in the Lutheraner and the 
LUTHERAN WITNESS. 

While the contemporary generation 
may be fully aware of the new assign- 
ment and address, subsequent research- 


ers are not. The amount of time re- 
quired to pin down such an elusive 
phrase is amazing. If the information 
is known, why not state it? A few 
minutes of the writer’s time would fill 
in the void left by “elsewhere” or “in 
another District.”’ 

Why not give specific information? 
If the information is not obtainable lo- 
cally, it may be available at the Con- 
cordia Historical Institute, 801 De Mun 
Ave., St. Louis 5, Mo. A _ four-cent 
stamp might clear up the matter. 


A. R. SuELFLOw 


Wanted 


Church bell for the new church of Gloria 
Dei Lutheran Congregation; preferably a bell 
used in one of our older Lutheran churches. — 
Rev. RicHarp F. JEssE, 17101 West Seven Mile 
Rd., Detroit 35, Mich. 


Available 


Two average-size white nylon surplices in 
good condition. — Mrs. Harvey BEvVERSDORF, 
Secretary, St. Paul’s Altar Guild, Birnam- 
wood, Wis. 


Chandelier, 3 ft. high, weighing about 
35 Ibs. and showing cross when lighted, for 
cost of transportation. — Mrs. Wm. Datty, 
28570 Little Mack, St. Clair Shores, Mich. 


Pastors: Changes of Address 


Gabert, Leonard A., Box 1029, 
Brooks, Alta., Canada 

Goetsch, Ronald W., Amherst, Wis. 

Graesser, Donald, Box 6, 
Climbing Hill, Iowa . 

Jankens, Edward, 3225 Royal Ave., 
Berkeley, Mich. 

Kirk, Walter A., 1345 Macon St., 
Aurora 8, Colo. 

Knoernschild, Gerhard, Box 411, 
Leader, Sask., Canada 

Koepchen, Paul K., 32 S. Prospect St., 
Verona, N. J. 

Lang, Samuel G., 5 John Armstrong Rd., 
Bangalore 5, S. India 

Lohrmann, Chap. Herold G., 
Det. “L’’ KMAG, APO 102, 
San Francisco, Calif. 

Lootsma, Ernest, 564 St. James St., 
London, Ont., Canada 

Neeb, Roger J., 67 Litchfield Ave., 
Depew, N. Y. 

Schmidt, O. H., D. D., 1418 19th St., 
Highland, Ill. 

Schumacher, John F., em., 
10005 Bay Pines Blvd., Lot 1375, 
St. Petersburg 8, Fla. 

Stockman, William, R. 1, Box 346, 
Cornelius, Oreg. 

Wehmeyer, George, 901 S. Taylor St., 
Arlington 4, Va. 
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Letters 


Letters to this department must be 
signed. Names will be withheld upon 
request. The opinions expressed are not 
necessarily those of the Editors, who 
may reject, print in full, or omit matter 
not pertinent. 


“Search for Older Man” 


Why is it that so many congregations 
in our Lutheran Church — Missouri Synod 
are in search of pastors 45 years of age 
and under? Having served as Visitor for 
eight and one-half years in two different 
areas of our church, I have observed that 
the excellent qualifications and valuable 
experience of our middle-aged and older 
pastors and teachers are not fully realized 
and utilized. 

In the Government, the Armed Forces, 
the scientific fields, and many other prin-— 
cipal departments, the search for the older 
man is being made. Perhaps the many — 
difficulties in parish administration of 
many congregations is due to a desire to 
train a man rather than to have a trained 
man. 

It has been proved that a man of ex- 
perience entering a new mission field as 
well as an established congregation usually 
has greater success than the novice. 
Being 41 years of age, I can well look 
back upon my own ministry and readily — 
confess that much of my pastoral training 
came from the good advice given to me by 
a man 25 years my senior. 

For a more efficient church, let us use 
our experienced pastors and teachers to 


the fullest! (Rev.) O. H. BERTRAM 
Philadelphia, Pa. 


Financial Blessing 


The last ad Our Redeemer Lutheran 
Church of Iowa City placed in the 
“Wanted” section of “Notices” brought us 
a wonderful response, which resulted in 
a real blessing financially. 


_ W. H. NIERMANN, Pastor 
Iowa City, Iowa 


Prayers Asked 


May I have a word with your readers, 
please? 

Like the Missouri Synod, Bethesda Lu- 
theran Home has had to curtail its’ 
program. 

There are still five teachers in the aca- 
demic and social adjustment division of 
the school services instead of eight plus 
a principal. In the manual-arts training 
division a similar reduction in staff was 
necessary. In social services full-time 
workers have had to be reduced to part- 
time services pending a better financial 
climate. 

All areas of service have suffered a cur- 
tailment, but those enumerated received 
the greater cut for obvious reasons. We 
cannot give the “children” less food or 
less shelter or inadequate clothing — al- 
though savings must be made in these 
areas also— but we must cut where the 
lesser harm may result. 

Financially, the year 1958 was our worst 
for some time. Operational costs in- 
creased $200,000 over the previous year 
because of the three new buildings and the — 
addition of staff members for an improved ~ 
program. At the same time there was no 
Increase in the amount of gifts. Whe 
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borrowing for current expenses reached 


_ $100,000 in addition to the previously in- 


curred debt for capital expenditures, a re- 
duction in hard-won improvements of 
treatment and care was the inevitable 
consequence. 

_September contributions took a nose 
dive, and a deficit in excess of $10,000 
occurred. In October the 10% salary cut 
went into effect, and a lay-off of employees 
was accelerated to a total of 25. 

It will take from four months to per- 
haps a year to re-establish a normal pay 
scale. In the meantime we hope we will 
not lose too many employees. Some will 
leave, but we estimate 90 per cent will 
remain, willing to contribute more than 
their share to keep this work of mercy 
on as high a level as possible. 

At the end of October 44 new patients 
had been enrolled in 1958. Our greatest 
need is for space for children under 18, 
both boys and girls. We lack funds to 
complete a remodeling program in the old 
dormitory, as required by the State of 
Wisconsin. This will provide beds for 80. 

Will you pray for additional blessings 
so that Bethesda may soon again be able 
to help needy fellow Christians who have 
children who should come to make use 
of our facilities? God bless you for it. 


CLARENCE F. GOLISCH 
Executive Secretary 


“Reluctance to Talk Religion” 


I have interviewed many people in the 
various places in which I have worked, 
and it was somewhat difficult to find Lu- 
therans because of their reluctance to talk 
about religion. 

We Lutherans should feel free and 
zealous to talk about our faith and our 
Savior wherever we may be. Why be 
silent in those matters? 

In all humility I want to state that 
I like to question various members of our 
department in the shop where I work, 
especially on Mondays, if they have been 
to church on Sunday and what their pastor 
has preached on. In this way I learn to 
know the religious status and affiliation 
of every member in the department. Not 
that I want to be nosy, but it creates 
interest in worship and sermons. 

I ask them what their pastor or priest 
preached jon. At first they seem to have 
forgotten or have failed to listen carefully 
enough. I then tell them of our pastor’s 
sermon. But the next Monday they come 
prepared, and I am amazed at some of 
them, how well they have memorized so 
much of the sermon. 

Some of them who seem to be in the 
habit of missing church services will go 
the next Sunday. On Monday they tell 
me: “Oh, I was to church yesterday, and 
it seemed so good to me to be there once 
again. Various members of the congrega- 
tion seemed overjoyed to see me again. 
I am going to go every Sunday.” 

One man told me that for 20 years he 
worked side by side with a man in a shop, 
and neither one spoke of his church or 
his Savior. 

This past summer, he said, he repre- 


“sented his congregation at the Michigan 


District convention in Kalamazoo. When 
he arrived there, he met his buddy, and 
they both were amazed to find they were 
fellow Lutherans. 

They both remarked, “Does it take 
20 years to teach us to talk more about 
our Savior and church?” 

ERNEST RUSWINKLE 

Petersburg, Mich. 
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Our Venture of Faith 


February 1 to December 1, 1958 


Contributed by the Districts of Synod 


Alberta and British Col. _. $ 45,207.07 
PIANC, Pee Be se a> 386,268.99 
California and Nevada ___.. 237,500.00 
(Ceintige ly Fes Beene ae 881,360.14 
Central Milinois = 375,661.44 
Colorado Paar 135,181.89 
AS UCT i ame meen Wome 22st OFS 
iri Sligh's | ewes es eebee Le 557,602.83 
Florida-Georgia’ = 68,362.95 
Lowambastwees oa ee 208,500.00 
ONAN CStieete seen ee 384,431.00 
ISSCUTG AG eee a ee 2S S25,502 001 
Manitoba and Saskatchewan 32,179.42 
MCHIS An meee eet ere 891,910.35 
MEINTIeSO la ers aera ate es 839,345.86 
NMontan ais peewee eS 21,698.42 
INorin Dakotas 133,862.69 
North Wisconsin 22275 375,741.74 
INonthern Wlimois, =. 743,818.23 
Northern Nebraska ___.___- 196,245.79 
INOTEnWweSti see 2 ST 228,132.74 
OKANO ees ete ee 98,723.37 
Ontario Nea WL ee 116,666.66 
SoOUta- Dakotas 146,638.12 
South Wisconsin —-- 496,573.81 
Southeastern —— =. 204,000.00 
Southern __ tee Bens 87,500.00 
Southern California —... 216,666.67 
Southern Illinois 226,368.05 
Southern Nebraska 269,818.48 
PL CXAS aetna ee a 333,000.00 
WV ester tiie sees et Uae ae oe 719,303.62 


$10,211,143.25 


OPERATING STATEMENT 1958 
Required Feb. 1—Dec. 1 $13,333,333.33 
Received Feb. 1-——Dec. 1 10,586,091.20 


Sa DAG PADD I} 
CHAS. E. GROERICH, Assistant Treasurer 


Our People Have a Heart 
For Missions 


“Just a drop ($25) —not a mite, 
for the widow gave all she had — and 
our prayer that all who read the spe- 
cial issue of the WITNESS shall do their 
part.” 

That is a sample of the hundreds 
of letters received after the Sept. 23, 
1958, issue of the LUTHERAN WITNESS 
highlighted mission needs. No appeal 
was made for direct contributions. All 
were urged to give through the regular 


channels, and the great majority will. 


Yet a total of $26,000 has been re- 
ceived in direct contributions since the 
end of September. 

School and Sunday school children, 
LWML groups, individuals wrote let- 
ters like the ones from which we here- 
with give a few excerpts. 
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“Enclosed $100 from our school 
children.” 


“We have heard of the desperate 
need for more funds for the great work 
of our church, and we would like to 
participate more personally. We are 
a family of modest means financially, 
but the Lord has blessed our household 
many, many times.” 

“T am enclosing a check of $100 
for missions.” 

“After reading the Sept. 23 issue of 
the WITNESS our congregation [Colum- 
bus, Ohio] decided to take up a special 
offering to assist Synod. The goal was 
$3,000. By the grace of God the offer- 
ing totaled $3,200.” 

Our people have a heart for missions 
because Jesus, their Savior and Lord, 
dwells in those hearts. 

As a result, our people will most 
likely —on the basis of present giv- 
ing — offer their Lord $2,000,000 more 
in 1958 than in 1957 for the work of 
the Lord carried on through Synod. 


Thank God for such people and for 
such an increase in offerings! Both are 
gifts of God. 


Are you a child of God whose heart 
is filled with love for Christ and His 
work? Are you one who joyfully brings 
glad offerings to the Lord? 

The reason we ask you is that the 
church needs an additional $1,000,000 
to reach the $16,000,000 goal for 1958. 
That additional $1,000,000 will have 
to come from you, if it comes at all. 

That additional $1,000,000 could set 
the wheels in motion to relieve the 
pinch we all deplore, the pinch that had 
to be imposed on the work of the 
church as reported in the Sept. 23 
WITNESS. 

There’s nothing you can do about 
November offerings. They are history 
to be reported on at the end of De- 
cember. 

But you can do something about 
December. Advent and Christmas, still 
before you, offer you a glorious oppor- 
tunity to say to the Christ Child: 

“Behold, O Babe of Bethlehem, I do 
love You and Your church. Here is 
my special Christmas gift for mis- 
sions — Your missions!” 

Our people have a heart for mis- 
sions! 

Let the redeemed of the Lord say 
so most emphatically this Christmas 
of 1958. 

ARNOLD H. GRUMM 
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TWO POWERFUL TESTIMONIES TO CHRIST 


are coming during 1959 as 
sos» THIS DAY 
THE HOUR HAD COME 


By Go Puan Seng 


A true story about a Christian news- 
paperman of Manila who hid for two 
and a half years from the Japanese 
and was on the invaders’ Wanted list. 


STARTING IN JANUARY 


THE PATH MARKED 


By Billie Avis Hoy 


Young Kabala battles against witch 
doctors and his tribal heritage before 
coming to Christ . . . tense, intriguing 
chapters to inspire young and old. 


STARTING IN SPRING 


This Day Circulation Department 
3558 S. Jefferson Ave. 
St. Louis 18, Missouri 
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